PUGILISTIC PIPER? 

There have been several newspa- 
per stories around the county те- 
cently the possibility of— 
yes, of “Rowdy” Roddy Piper retir- 
ing from wrestling and becoming a 
professional boxer, 

The most recent, published in the 
Massachusetts Patriot Ledger, quoted 
Piper as saying that boxing manager 
lou Duva wanted him to box, and 
that he'd love to fight International 
Boxing Federation heavyweight 
champion Michae! Spinks. 

"They wanted me to fight а one- 
round exhibition against Mike Tyson 
in New York in conjunction with the 
Statue of Liberty celebration,” the Pa- 
triot Ledger quoted Piper as saying, 
"but I couldn't do it. They asked me 
only a week and a half before it was 
supposed to take place. There wasn't 
enough time to get ready.” 

In preparation for his WrestleMa- 
nia 2 boxing match with Mr. T last 
April 7 (which ended in the fourth 
round when Piper was disqualified 
for shoving referee Jack Lot and 
subsequently bodyslamming Mr. T) 
Piper sequestered himself in training 
with Duva for over two months. 

Wrestling 86 contacted Duva for 
further insight into the situation. 

“If he had to start from the bottom 
and work his way through a boxing 
career,” Duva said, “I would say no, 
he couldn't do it because of his age 
[Piper is 32]. But for one fight, against 
someone like Donnie Long, Jose 
Ribalta, or Renaldo Snipes, I wouldn't 
be afraid to put him in. He can 
punch so damn hard that he could 
get lucky and knock one of these 
guys out. He can punch like hell and 
I could teach him the basics." 

Although Long, Ribalta, and Snipes 
are generally regarded in boxing cir- 
cles as marginally talented, fading 
fighters, Duva is quick to point out 
that he was impressed by Pipers 
training skills in the weeks and 
months before WrestleMania 2. 

"p was serious when I said he 
should box" Duva noted. “Не 
worked with us in camp for three 
weeks before Tyrell Biggs fought Jeff 
Sims, and he showed a lot of desire. 
He's very hyperactive. He ran hard 
and tained hard and ate with the 


- 


A Roddy Piper right cres brushes against the ор of Mr. T's head during ther boning match at 


8 career as а professional prizefighier. 
guys, and they all got along with him 
great. Boxing is like a love of his. 

"Wrestling is his thing, and don't 
think he should ever be taken away 
from wresting completely. But if he 
wants to take a vacation from it, ГА 
be glad to work with him." 

Irs unlikely that Piper will forsake 
the wrestling ring for the boxing ring 
soon, however. А verbal scuffle be- 
tween Piper and Adrian Adonis re- 
garding who should host the Piper's 
Pi/Flower Shop interview segment 
сп WWF television broadcasts points 
to a feud between the two grapplers 
that won't soon be settled. 


А WOMAN'S FICKLENESS 

They say that it is a woman's pre- 
rogative to change her mind. If that 
maxim is indeed tue, then Baby Doll 
is more of a woman than anyone 
could have imagined—particulady 
Dusty Rhodes. 

During a Dusty RhodesRic Flair 
match on August 17 in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, Baby Doll (for many 
months known as Dusty's “personal”) 
came to the ring with Rhodes as usu- 
al. But the fans who thought she was 
there to support "The American 
Dream” had quite a surprise coming! 

When Dusty had Flair down for a 
pin, Baby Doll reached into the ring 
and placed Рап foot on the rope, 
preventing a pinfall count. Minutes 
eter, when Flair had Rhodes in a fig- 
urefour leglock, and Dusty tried to 


Mrestlearia 2. Boxing manager Lou Duva fees that Piper has dynamite in his iss and could make 


‘One has to wonder what is going on in the mind 
af Baby Doll Once again she has shied her 
liegance- and this time shafted Dusty Rhodes. 


reverse it, Baby Doll reached 
through the ropes and helped Flair 
maintain the leverage needed to 
counter the attempted reversal: Sev- 
eral minutes after that, Baby Doll 
grabbed a chair and ‘tied hitting 
Dusty with it. She missed, but sec- 
onds later Am Anderson and Tully 
Blanchard ran into the ring and used 
the chair to beat Rhodes nearly 
unconscious. 

And now, Baby Doll has been ap- 
pearing on interviews with Flair. 

“Dusty was the champ, but he 
proved he was a loser,” Baby Doll 
told Wrestling 86. "I only stick with 
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winners. Slick Ric is а winner, just 
like the rest of the Horsemen.” 

Baby Doll is charting a track 
record of fickleness that may be un- 
surpassed anywhere in the sports 
history. She began her career in the 
summer of 1984 as a bodyguard for 
Gino Hemandez. Around Christmas 
of that year, wooed by dozens of 
gifts (including several solid gold 
bracelets and an automobile), she left 
Gino in favor of Tully Blanchard. 
About a year later, she joined up 
with Dusty Rhodes and became his 
“personal.” And now she's in the 
camp of The Four Horsemen. 

Perhaps more important than Baby 
Dolls allegiance is the fate of the 
man she has been bringing to ring- 
side, The Warlord. A young, inexpe- 
rienced, no doubt impressionable 
rookie, The Warlord may well figure 
into some plans that JJ. Dillon and 
the Horsemen have for him. 

When asked about The Warlord, 
Dillon simply told Wrestling 86 that 
he had “no comment,” except for 
that fact that he was “happy that the 
girl [Baby Doll finally came to her 


senses.” 


SNUKA’S RETURN! 

In the September 1986 issue of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, a sidebar to the 
"SuperCards '86" cover story pro- 
filed Jimmy Snuka at WrestleRock '85 
and posed the question: Is a fulltime 
AWA stint next? 

‘The answer to that question, clear- 
ly, has been “yes,” and Snuka's re- 
tum to fulltime action has been wel- 
comed by, wrestling fans 
everywhere. 

And while a shot at the AWA 
World heavyweight ще is certainly 
in the back of Snuka's mind, his most 
immediate concerns are Larry Zbys- 
zko and Col. DeBeers. 

“Zbyszko, brother, is a man of con- 
summate evil,” Snuka told Wrestling 
86. "He is procuring the sacredness 
of the martial arts and utilizing them 
for his own nefarious dreams, 
dreams that will result not in the title 
and glory that he hungers for, but in 
selfdestruction and pain. 

"As for DeBeers, this individual is a 
man who is poisoned to the depths 
of his very soul. His being is contami- 


Jemmy Snuka passes his test of strength with 
Lany Zbyszko. The former WWF star has a 
bright future ahead of him in the AWA. 


nated by the irrtionalities of hatred 

for his fellow man, a hatred that has 

по basis in the fact of reality, and no 

sense of the love and unity that man 

should have for his fellow man.” 
Yes, Jimmy Snuka is back! 


RANDOM NOTES 

In the wake of his vicious attack of 
Hulk Hogan, “Mr. Wonderful" Paul 
Omdorf (now officially managed by 
Bobby Неепап) has been receiving 
several tile shots against “The 
Hulkster.” Oddsmakers have in 
stalled Omdorff as a 52 underdog to 
defeat Hogan for the tile—the best 
Odds any contender has enjoyed 
since Randy Savage first challenged 
Hogan last year ... Strong Machine 
has joined his partners Giant Ma- 
chine and Super Machine in the 
WWF, and they are slated to wrestle 
John Studd and King Kong Bundy. 
‘Those should be some monumental 
batles! ... Ronnie Garvin has an- 
nounced that he will retire if he is 
unable to win the National title from 
Tully Blanchard. Garvin says he will 
Give himself until the end of 1986 to 
accomplish the task ... Dick Mur- 
doch is wrestling in the NWA, and 
judging from the cheers he's receiv- 
ing, “Capt. Redneck” is more popu- 
er than ever! ... Stan Hansen cap- 


tured the AlHapan International title 
when he defeated Jumbo Tsuruta via 
pinfall in Tokyo .. . Bruiser Brody is 
feuding violently with Abdullah the 
Butcher throughout the World Class 
area ... Bam Bam Bigelow contin- 
ues to impress fans in the Mid-South- 
em area. The 390-pounder uses the 
flying bodypress, is able to dropkick, 
and has defeated two opponents in 
handicap matches by bearhugging 
both of them simultaneously! ... Ka- 
mala is now wrestling in the WWF 
The feud between Dark Journey 
and Missy Hyatt continues to domi- 
nate the news in the UWF. Hyatt's 
constant interference in matches in- 
volving Eddie Gilbert, Sting, John 
Tatum, and Jack Victory has Joumey 
admittedly worried. She tells us that 
she has new plans for Hyatt and her 
men, but she is unwilling to reveal 
them at this time ... Col. DeBeers 
continues to claim that Scott Hall 
needs а urine test before wrestling 
every match. DeBeers accuses Hall 
of using steroids; Hall denies the 
charge ... The Kansas Jayhawks, 
comprised of Bobby Jaggers and 
Dutch Mantel, have been wrestling 
well in NWA matches against Ivan 
and Nikita Koloff and Krusher 
Khrushchev—and Мате! bullwhip 
has proven to be an effective counter 
to the Russians’ chain! ... It's About 
‘Time Dept: Finally, the World Class 
area will have tag team champions 
again. A toumament is scheduled for 
Labor Day to fill the championship, 
which has been vacant for nearly а 
full year! Teams slated to appear in- 
clude Mike and Kevin Von Erich, 
The Youngbloods, The Battens, Buzz 
Sawyer and Matt Borne, and Bruiser 
Brody and Lance Von Erich. 


THE LAST WORD 

Capt. Lou Albano who, attending a 
convention of RALPH (Royal Associa- 
tion for the Longevity and Preserva- 
tion of The Honeymooners ) in New 
York City on August 23, received the 
‘opportunity to play Ralph Kramden, 
the part made famous in The Honey- 
mooners by Jackie Gleason: “I's a 
good thing they didn't have Fabulous 
‘Moolah playing Alice Kramden—then 
1 really would have sent her bang!— 
гоот!-40 the moon!” a 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Craig Peters 


НЕ WORLD OF wrestling is a constantly changing, 
ever controversial one. And while this column is usu- 
ally devoted to a single topic, Гуе seen a lot of important 
developments take place lately in the sport. So this issue, 
I have several points I would Ше to address in this 
space. 
. 

The AWA World heavyweight title is the focus of a 
great deal of controversy right now. On June 29, in Den- 
ver, AWA World champion Stan Hansen was scheduled 
to wrestle contender Nick Bockwinkel. Hansen arrived at 
the arena, left, and the match never took place. The title 
was awarded to Bockwinkel by default. Hansen left short- 
ly thereafter for a lengthy tour of Japan. 

Before Hansen arrived in Tokyo, AWA President Stan- 
ley Blackburn sent telegrams to the Japanese sporting 
press informing them of the default decision. Hansen, 
amiing in Tokyo with the AWA belt, told the press 
there, "Т am the champion because I still have the cham- 
pionship belt. I am the champion until I lose the belt to 
someone in the ring." 

Several Japanese promoters are recognizing Hansen's 
claim to the AWA tile. In the US, however, Blackbum's 
decision stands and Bockwinkel is regarded as champion. 
In effect, there are now two AWA World champions. Or, 
more to the point, there are two AWA champions—the 
“world” status of that tile is being severely threatened by 
this controversy. 

Japanese promoters are attempting to sign a Bockwink- 
е Hansen unification match to clear up the confusion, but 
thus far négotiations have been difficult at best. Hansen is 
willing, but Bockwinkel claims such a match is 
unnecessary. 

А similar situation occurred back in 1963. Lou Thes: 
defeated Buddy Rogers in Toronto, Canada, for the NWA. 
‘World title. For a multiplicity of reasons, several promoters, 
including Vince McMahon Sr. and Willie Gibenberg, chose 
not to recognize the ше change. And because of the 
controversy, McMahon and Gibenberg broke away from 
the NWA and formed the World Wide Wresting Federa- 
tion (since shortened to World Wrestling Federation), of 
which Rogers was declared the first champion. 

re we seeing the same thing happening now in the 
AWA? Perhaps. But the AWA today is hardly as powerful 
as the NWA was in the early 60. If such a split does 
occur over the Hansen-Bockwinke! situation, it might leave 
the AWA too crippled to continue. 


ADDING CONFUSION TO THE 
CONFUSING WORLD OF WRESTLING 


Wrestling fans are always debating the question of 
which champion can beat which champion, which federa- 
tion is better than the next, and so on. In my own experi- 
ence, I've seen a lot of mail conceming our own Top 10 
ratings. The question usually is: Why is Ric Раш rated 
number one and not Hulk Hogan? Hulk beats all the com- 
petition he faces, he's beaten the best, he deserves to be 
number one. 

Okay, ГП admit Hulk is good. But I want you to look at 
а specific statement made by WWF head Vince McMa- 
hon in this issue's "Interview 86." McMahon is asked by 
interviewer Lary King about Hogan's title defense 
schedule: 


KING: How many nights a year will he fight, will he 
wrestle? 

McMAHON: Oh, I would say, on an average out of a 
year, probably 50, and that's a very, very tough pace. 
KING: Once a week. 

McMAHON: About once a week, yes. 


Anybody who follows wrestling knows that Ric Flair 
will defend his NWA World ше 50 times not in the 
course of a year, but during an average two months! And 
that, to me, is really the main reason why Flair is number 
one in our Top 10 and Hogan isn't—200 title defenses 
per year as opposed to 50. And that, Mr. McMahon, is 
what a “very, very tough pace” is all about. 

е. 


Thumbs up to the WWF for what appears to be a new 
trend in its promotional attitude. No, they are not forcing, 
Adrian Adonis to discard his dress. They're not prevent- 
ing Jake Roberts from bringing his snake to the ring, nor 
are they taking the mask off of (Andre the) Giant 
Machine. 

But what they are doing is promoting several rulebreaker 
vs. mulebreaker tag team matches. A recent Boston match 
saw The Hart Foundation take on The Iron Sheik and 
Nikolai Volkoff, while Philadelphia hosted a Sheik and Vol- 
Кой vs. Dory Funk Jr. and Jimmy Jack Punk bout. And we 
hear that more rulebreaker vs. rulebreaker matches are in 
the works. 

Good work, WWF. Does this mean that a Hogan Steam- 
boat or a Savage-Roberts match is in the future? I hope 
so. 


Craig Peters is Managing Editor of this magazine. 


12 / Wrestling 86 


MANAGER’S FORUM 


y Paul Ellering 


'ANTICIPRTE THAT my retum to this 
space wil be greeted with a litle more 
respect from the fans than it was las tie. 
As you may recall at the бте of my last 
appearance in "Managers Forum,” I had 
experienced a sight fling out with The 
Road Waniots, but that has long since 
been cleared up. 

While paging through the Winter 1963 
issue of Wrestling 83 the inaugural сайса 
of this publication, two things struck пе 
as interesting. One was the tag team rat 
ings. I noted with pride that only two of 
that issue's Top 10 tag teams have re- 
mained ranked. The Road Warriors are 
one. This is a credit to the incredible en- 
durance and sabüy of our organization. 
‘The other was the "Opening Bell” çol- 
umn, in which Editorin Chief Su Saks 
spoke of the changing market structure in 
Professional wresting and the need for a 
magazine such as this. Having had a more 


Precious Paul Elering. а twotime Manager of the 
Year, takes exception lo the story in Inside Wres- 
ng that poses the question: Have The Road War- 
tors lost their kiler instinct? 


PAUL ELLERING: 
THE KILLER INSTINCT IS NOT DEAD 


бог have, indeed, lost their iler instinct, 
Hawk, Animal, and 1 take exception to 
this entirely untrue assertion. Several ques- 
tions are posed in this story and I wil try 
lo answer each one in the space 


remaining. 

“Why would Раш Ellering split his team 
up to face Flair in singles matches?” 

The officials of the NWA approached 
me with the opportunity to send my men 
against Ric Flair for the World champion- 
ship, certainly a tremendous honor. Just as 
опе does not refuse an audience with the 
Queen, one does not tum down an op- 
portunity to go alter the most prestigious 
singles ще in the world. And may I point 
out that either Hawk or Animal would be 
wearing the belt if not for some very 
questionable decisions by referee Tommy 
Young. 

"Secondly, the Warriors are coholdeis 
ofthe NWA sixrman ще (along with Dusty 


than fair education in the field of market 


Rhodes) So why are they involved in only 


ing, I can say that Mr. Saks was accurate in noting that “wrestling 
is quickly becoming a national sport” and “the needs of the sport's 
fans are changing as quickly.” This knowledge of the everchang- 
ing demographics of the sport have resulted in the second-largest 
seling magazine in the world, behind Pro Wresding Шастае 

‘Whenthen editors of Wresting 83 asked me to author the frst 
ever "Manager's Forum” column, 1 had litle idea of what to write 
about untl T sat down and composed what I believe to be a story 
that is as true now as it was then. This time, however, I personally 
‘contacted the editorial board of Wrestling 66 and requested space 
in this issue 

Let me expound upon my reasons for such a request 1 was in 
the inital reviewing stages of an advance copy of the October 
1968 issue of Inside Wrestling, a sister publication of this magazine, 
when I came upon a feature article that, quite honesty, neatly 
knocked me off my chair. 

‘The story in question was headlined, “The Road Warriors: Have 
‘They Lost Their Killer Instinct?” Because there is a set order to my 
daily reading habits, I did not read the article at this time and was 
able to regain my composure. Three pages later, however, I hap- 
pened upon an even more shocking bit of information: My Road 
‘Warriors, who had held the top spot in the tag team ratings for 22 
consecutive months, were now ranked number three. 

Usually, when reviewing the magazine, I will page cover to 
‘cover, selecting articles to examine at a later time. In this instance, 
however, I immediately telephoned Hawk and Animal and re- 
‘quested their presence in my office. Upon their aníval, 1 disuibat 
ей copies of Inside Wresting, not realizing what their reaction 
would be. I will not delve into detail, only to say that I never 
imagined how many pieces a 68-page periodical could be tom 
into. 

‘The overtone of the article clearly suggests that The Road War- 


ich out of fve cards?" 
the makeup of The Bash, it was quite an achieve- 

-hedule one sixman tide defense. Of tho 14 Bash 

and Hawk were involved in seven singles 
matches against Fair. We defended the sixman behs on two 
Occasions, not one. This left Буе possible cards, but conficting 
‘obligations of the challengers precluded us from scheduling addi- 
tonal matches. 

"And maybe the biggest question of all: Why didn't Paul Eller- 
ing, one of the most Бал strategists in the spart, press for a 
series of matches against NWA World tag (ват champs The 
Midnight Express?” 

Yes, itis is entirely true that we had spent much of the previous. 


sily and sophomoric feud against Baby Doll made even one match 
impossible. This angered Animal, Hawk, and myself because we 
felt that we had The Midnight Express on the ropes. It had nothing 
to do with a lack of kiler instinct. 

In answer to а few other questions: We travel to Japan in order 
to sharpen our skills and broaden our range of experience against 
teams that are equal to, if not better than, their American counter- 
pars. The Road Warriors have yet to lose, and remain the singular- 
dy most popular team in Japan. 

‘The Road Warriors wil never lose their kiler instinct. We are 
ready to do anything and everything to win the NWA World tag 
team belts and wil not stop short of our goal. Animal and Hawk 
are the most determined, talented, and physically imposing wres- 
без in the world. With the mind of this "brillant strategist” (your 
‘words, not mine) leading them, they will capture the tile before 
the year is out and сапу the belts well into the late 20th century.) 
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CROSSFIRE 


BILL APTER: Lany, this is a very 
timely interview now that your long- 
time nemesis, Nick Bockwinkel, has 
captured the AWA title. 

EDDIE ELLNER: Excuse me, 
Billiam. Now that Stan Hansen was 
robbed of the AWA title is the cor- 
rect way of describing the set of 


on. The fact that he's got the title is 
like a fantasy; the fact that ГП soon 
have the title is reality. 

BA: Bockwinkel has never forgiven 
you for the brutal, uncalled for beat- 
ing you gave him with your 
nunchakus. 

EE: Excuse me, ВШ For that in- 
spired, legal pasting you issued 
Bockwinkel in your Texas death, all- 
mulesareabandoned match, I dont 
believe Bockwinkel will ever invite 
you out for sushi. Correct? 

12: No, but please invite Bockwink- 
el over so I can complete the busi- 


have thanked me after the life in- 
surance was paid and the estate set- 
fled. He has no fans. And all of his 
peers are either dead themselves or 
in old age homes, with Cream of 
Wheat dribbling down their bibs. 
It’s embarrassing that Bockwinkel 


‘The unedited transcript follows 


black bel and one of the most outspoken men 
in the sport of wresting 


has the tide. But that's what hap- 
pens when your best friend is presi- 
dent of the AWA. Stanley Birdbrain 
should be dead, too. 

BA: Didn't part of your martial arts 
training teach restraint? I thought that 
karate taught violence as a last resort 
12: You are so damn naive, Bill 
Next thing I know you'll be asking 
me if there's any chance of me rec- 
onciling with the Prince of Spaghet- 
ti, Bruno Sammartino. Pro wrestling 
is about survival. The more tools 
you possess, fhe better your 
chances of survival. Given the same 
skills as myself,  Bockwinkel 
wouldn't hesitate to inflict more and 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn't care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


sadistic types of camage. Нев an 
animal. Have you all forgotten the 
career he built before this latest 
change of philosophy? The man is 
responsible for some of the most vi- 
olent ring acts in history. 

EE: Although nothing could surpass 
your attack on him. That was vio- 
lence at its purest. 

Ш: Thank yon. 

BR: Do you Ше being called Ше 
Roddy Piper of the AWA? 

12: Do you like being called the fer- 
retfaced fuzzwart of the magazine 
industry? I am more creative than 
Roddy Piper, more glib, more artic- 
ulate, more ‘intelligent, and better 


“boxes” against morons like Mr. Т. 
Don’t ever compare me to Roddy 
Piper. Never insult me like that. I 
set the standards in this industry. 
EE: So there's no chance the bright 
TV lights of fame could ever dimin- 
ish your love for the ring? After all, 
Piper was a very creditable wrestler 
before his talk show began to domi- 
mate his time. 

12: NO WAY! I'm bred to brutalize, 
nurtured to neutralize. My talk 
show is a nice vehicle. It pays well. 
It is well-received because of how 
starved all the fans are for real per- 
sonalities. But after all is said and 
done, though, I'm a wrestler. Not a 
manager. Not a TV personality. А. 


BA: If you're the best wrestler there 
is, why have you never been able to 
capture а world title? 
12: Because it hasn't been impor- 
tant to me. 

(Continued on page 58) 
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“Nick Bockwinkel is just an old man who 
doesn't deserve to be champion. The fact 
that he’s got the title is like a fantasy; the 
fact that Pll soon have the title is reality.” “|; 


SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. As a service to our readers, Wrestling 86 invites 
you to clip this page, save it, and compare this issue’s "Scouting Report” with 
those of future featured wrestlers 


CHRIS ADAMS 


SPEED: Genteman Chris Adams is not fast in a traditional sense, but 
tated nies ca os of spe i cue a Spa anna Dec 
Mise ns ERR aa dde ne ре al toe 
Sra mesita, wit kn quine t wir much а home 
Petre e bex anal o a gud m дева, Adams пода и 
XP Md aue ecco Ur equ d E) Ri iS 
DD tH ве пей 
Musas Ie mons А 

v itd abe A+ 


STRENGTH: A: 230 pounds, Adams is the lightest man in the World 
‘Chass Top 10 and the secondlighes: heavyweight champion in our rat 
ings (Continental kingpin Wendell Cooley is the lightest at 220 pounds) 
Although Adems В not а weak man by any means—be maintains а tct 
бшу taining rogimen. ha does not measure up well agains the strong 
men of Word Class Wresting and is having а hard sme 

deal with the power of сштем contender Abdullah the Butcher, 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Adare’ judo background is im: 
Aly unparalled. На пагы as wining, num or a nat of Suter 
Ono England, providos him wih poco mobüby a widely ad 
stack. and a mod devastating maneuver А Ве реа: The depi ol 
Adams rng soe в chen al e needs 1 orercae a Bigger, songer 
pponent Ths has been mos apparent in Ва matches with Rick Rude, 
peros the fnez physcal specimen inthe Word Сан area. Adams 
Scene ав consandy kept Rude on the un and ofen 

атн the fomer champon A 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Make no mistake about it. Chris Adams 
fos been vage ger Bron blr de binding chan wi Oire 
Mamando Adams body vas mcg tom de eec olt оа 
eiiis sucia wi Kes Ven Bii. a wich ha wat san dd 
A pee decine 
en 
Sl inar mece Lum du pec. Ten d cnup Se na ва 
Вана Mans as no conpleeyregune apa and рови 
nme ME He pap sion D wei lated ni ia mi 
MES V mg ee scie wir Io 5 Fa i he dade 
Me iai ja EN kant Ded lo e ma dit do kn 
E с+ 


RING INTELLIGENCE: judging by Adams current physical con- 
ie ro mas dos cre minii Du la varia eae Wed 
Gase. laicus Qi v Ries ne vom d ep ЧЫН 

ons mino mel ly waa way o d mi. alg 
Gehe not meg at il aeg Adams ls revised ge pi 
nennen 
iux Genau ceu, ty etre di e cond wi 
Tie om ot aga er Doang, He eens o ow an OPS ти 
Mais ad tive dt © e i, 

OVERALL GRADE: Adans sn the mis of recovering tom a 
Sar eur tae yous of e le b i bs made meti wk 
xir my ИДЕ he Wer Can ias eremi del i 
ane dle Па ents ng Wn putet Gs impres vui teni 
mama Madd cu fen тапет Hacer d i ig omi 
War Toe totos en Se Do me Aare eni fe 
ren 
‘road ever see an, hl heated o egi mos Gf His eit Пей. 
ose sme doves wid bs cota) ds Ours as a cael 
the Gdie Seng, avery aset hare naa Alea ene mir 
$e ad iw Io E dini De NUM Gane hos shape 
Ab m wot Tee ne: Ws aa T te ae 
О u 

fx Genen Ch B+ 


Wre: 


HEAD TO HEAD 


BARRY 


м5. 


Wrestling is а sport of swage emotions, intense violence, wild 
feuds. Sometimes, however, people overlook its human side. 
When one looks beneath the surface, the men who make their 
living as professional wrestlers are not, far the most part, wid 
beasts trained to maim and kil but real human beings with real 
feelings and real emotions. 

In fact, so often wrestling В analogous to the human feeling of 
Jove. In wrestling, two men realize that they are compatible and 
form a tag team. They grow together as a team, learning each 
other's moves and building off of each other. Together, they 
experience wins and losses, thrills and agony, championships 
and devastation. Their friendship grows deeper. And sometimes, 
dor career reasons ar whatever else, the team decides to break 
up and find new parmers. And naturally, the same feelings of 
resentment that a lover might experience are felt by а profes- 
sional wrestler. 

Such is the case with Вапу Windham and Mike Rotundo, 
former tag team partners who will forever be known as the 
original US. Express. Together, they won the US. tag team 
championship in Florida and were two-time holders of the WWF 
belts. The match in which they regained the WWF ше fom 
Nikolai Volkoff and The Iron Sheik was perhaps the greatest 
moment in the association of this team. 

This story starts in Florida, back in late 1983, when Windham 
and Rotundo were US. tag team champions. Windham discov- 


SPIVEY 


ered two young men named Dan Spivey and Scott Hall and 
convinced them to become wrestlers. Windham trained both 
men, teaching them everything he knew, and eventually, Spivey 
and Hall teamed to become The American Starship. 

In late 1984, the four men parted ways The US. Express 
moved on to the WWF, Spivey went to the Mid-Atlantic region, 
and Hall jumped to the AWA. Rotundo and Windham were à 
‘great success in the WWE, but Windham decided to move back 
to Florida, where Rotundo later joined him. 

‘Their reunion didn't last Jong, however, as Rotundo soon went 
back to the WWF. Shorty after, Spivey signed with the WWF, 
teamed up with Rotundo, and а new US. Express was bom. 

Although the two have parted ways, Rotundo and Windham 
remain friends. How ironic, however, that Rotundo is noir paired 
‘with the man whom his ex-partner discovered and trained. Trading 
off on their name, the new US. Express are calling themselves The 
American Express. While Windham insiss that there was and is 
only one US Express-Bary Windham and Mike Rotundo—Wind- 
am also insists that he harbors по bad feelings toward Spivey. 

Despite this, one has to be intigued by the possilty of a 
match between Вапу Windham and Dan Spivey: the teacher vs. 
the former student, Rotundo's ехраппег vs. his current partner, ал 
epic battle between two scientiic wrestlers, which fascinated us 
and the four experts we asked to analyze this match and decide а 
possible outcome. 
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‘MIKE ROTUNDO 

ight off the bat, I might аз well say hat Tm 

not too стау about answering this question. 

Вапу is silla very good fiend of mine. As for 

Danny, wel, мете doing prety wel together 

and I wouldnt want to break up the chemistry. 

T usually shoot staight from the hip, but in this 

case, I think ГА serve the purpose bener ИТ 

вие two scenarios: one in which Danny would 

С win and the other in which Вапу would win. 

> Вапу is one of the ines wresders in the 

‘world. I dont think anybody would doubt that. Не hus wemendons 

mrengi and speed, and he has the rare ability to brawl it out or 

wrestle acientifcaly Barry im? as big as Danny, but he has much more. 

‘experience and, I think, a wider range of ablites. Experience is the 

rey, though, because Вапу still knows how to get out of cermin situa- 

"ions and he really has the kiler insinct. На gets that from his father 
‘And that bulldog headlock of his is deadly. 

Danny, of coume, learned everything he knows trom Вапу. He's a 
lite younger than Barry, so he sill has that youthful enthusiasm, which 
‘could be а big key. There's probably not another man in the word 
‘who has wrestled Barry and Danny as much as I have-in practice, of 
courve—and the frs time I met Danny, I was very surprised. The guy 
has tromendous ability, and I wouldn't have taken him on as a partner | 
he didn't T was especially impressed by the way he used his se. He's 
а ви man, but be isn't awloward Ше you'd expect 

T hope it never happens. In fact, Im sure it wil never bappen—Bamry 
fant planning on leaving Florida and 1 don't think Danny has made | 
plans to leave the WWF. But youre right It would be a great match 
and I wouldnt be suprised if it ended up in a draw. 

‘Mike Rotundo teamed with Barry Windham to win the WWF World| 
tag team belts twice in the space of five months in 1985. 


13. DILLON 

Tm amazed that you would even think of 
asking lor my input on a proposed match be- 
tween two men with such starlingly litle abii- 
ty. What you have presented me with would 
Classify as Ше more than a preliminary match 


"Nm around the ring, much in the way a man would ride a 
Yom what I can tel, Windham has net progressed much from 


iom what | understand, he leamed everything he 


"of the Tear in 1982 and 1987, one of only two men to have achieved 
at that honor two years in a row. 


GORDON SOLIE 
‘This is one match I would love to see be- 
‘cause of the incidenals involved between two | 
restar of rather suikingiy similar ablty and 
physical appearance, although, of cours, there 
aro some differences between the two which 
ме wil deal with during the course of this 
disseration 
1 have goten to know Barry Windham quite 
\ well as a result of my announcing dues with 
| Buddy Colt on Championship Wresting From 
Florida and 1 have always been impressed by his dedication and ring 
savvy. Young Windham gets in that ring and his aby to work over 
and weaken the various muscular regions of his opponent's body is 
vimually unparalled in the world of professional spars, wresting in 
particular 
Ме Spivey, of course, does not hide the fact that be was discovered 
and learned almost everything ho Imows from Вапу Windham. 1 had 
the pleasure of watching these two men work together and Mr. Spivey 
seemed to be a very good pupil He'd take in everything Вагу taught, 
which was a real tribute to Вапу, since a the time he had only been in 
the sport for about бие years as a pro 
1 know that there have been many cases in sports of former student 
coming back to defeat his exeacher, but 1 don't that would happen 
here. When we speak about Вапу Windham, were talking about one 
of the exemplary wrestlers in the continental United Sates, И not the 
entre word, In the end, Windham's vast experience, speed, and ever 
improving skills would wear down Spivey, and I think he'd pin him. 
after about 25 minutes, 
Gordon Soli, the dean of wrestling announcers, can cement Ве 
seen hosting "Championship Wrestling From Florida” and "Cont. 
mental Championship Wrestling.” 


SCOTT HALL 
You might as well have asked me to analyzo 
а maich between my two brothers. That's how 
much Вапу Windham and Dan Spivey havo 
meant to my wrestling career. There aren't two 
guys in the world who have had more inf 
fence on my Ме. For one, Вапу convinced me 
10 leave basketball and give wresting a пу. 
‘Then Barry took me under his wing and gave 
me every avaiable minute of his time, My debt 
to him can never be paid. 
Spivey, of course, was Eagle when we teamed up as The American 


i 


Td beat Вапу, and I think Danny would, too. You see, Barry 
his own style, and although he's consanty improving, he's 
wilin that famework Danny, and me, oo, were born with our 
then we were taught Barry s syle, and we've both buit off 
is a more versatlo wrestler than Barry and he also has that 
advantage. This would be an outstanding scieniic match, 
jt even see a litle good natured, friendly brawling going 
"be Danny, by pintal, and it could Ва a good hour. 
_AWX's number four contender, was trained by Barry 
is a former tag team partner of Dan Spivey's 


H 


ЧН 
Шир 
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INTERVIEW 86 
VINCE McMAHON 


In the Дон 1986 edition of Pro Wrestling lustrated, we presented a “Press Conference" with NWA promoter Jim Crockett. 
In he Apri 1986 edition of Inside Wrestling we printed a "Hotseat" interview wäh UWF President Bil Watts, The October 1986 
Inside Wrestling offered а “Hotseat talk with the AWA's Verne Gagne. Now, Wrestling 86 is proud to present а rare indepth 
interview withthe most recognizable and controversial man behind пе scenes of ће sport- WIWF head Vince McMahon. 
McMahon, of course, has been the WWF's five-star general in ts ongoing war of expansion. The past four years have seen 
the WWF promotion become extremely aggressive as large amounts of money have been spent in order to obtain television time 
and wresting talent. Concurrent, the WWF itself has grown—from a regional New York-based promotion to а nationwide 
promotion that, on May 11, 1985, brought wresting back to network television for the frst time in 30 years with the frst NBC-aired 
‘Saturday Night's Main Event program. 
But with a high degree of visi comes cose examination and criticism, and McMahon certainly has his share of detractors. 
Many claim that whe McMahon has gained unprecedented lame for the sport, he has done so with vaudevillstyle gimmicks 
such as pie fights, the on-air wedding of Uncle Eimer, and the USA cable network “tak show” TNT. Others point out that while 
McMahon's WWF boasts the largest talent roster in the world, mast of that talent is stagnating in a federation that regards Adrian 
‘Adis’ homosexuality and Jake Roberts’ boa constrictor in higher esteem than Rick Steamboar's pure wresting ару and The 
British Bulldogs’ exceptional teamwork. 

The interview you are about to read was conducted on television lve on June 30, 1986, by Larry King on a program called 
"Home Team Sportsbeat." Home Team Sports is а regional cable network located in Washington, D.C., that offers year round 
coverage of major professional and collegiate sporting events in the Mig Atlantic states. The station's wresting coverage 
includes twiceweekiy rings of both Florida and UWF wresting but—ionicaly—no WWF wresting. We would Ike to thank 
Ноте Team Spots for their cooperation in allowing us to transcribe the program. 

King is a veteran interviewer who must never sleep. In addition to prolife froelance television, radio, and newspaper work, King 
regularly writes a column or USA Today, hosts a dal one hour interview show on Ted Turner s Cable News Network, and 
hosts the nightly “Larry King Live" late-night radio program. 

“Liked him a lot" King said of McMahon. "I never go into an interview with any impression, with any preconception, and was 
impressed, I think he's a natural kind of showman. | understand how someone ike that can be involved in a phenomenon, and 1 


‘regard wresting as a phenomenon. He was a good sport.” 


KING: Our special guest in this one-hour 
salute to wresting is Vince McMahon, the 
President of the World Wresting Federa- 
tion. Well be taking your phone calls for 
Vince. How did you got into this? 
McMAHON: | got into it real, somewhat 
as a family affa. My granddad was pro- 
mating boxing and wresting back in New 
York Ciy, principally in one of the oid 
Madison Square Gardens. And, from 
there, my dad, having Һерод his father 
promote wresting and, more boxing in 
{hose days, putting show cards up and 
seling tickets and whatever it may be, and 
sort of got in my fathers blood, And, cf 
course, | grew up with the business, so it 
naturally got in my blood, and 1 can't get i 
out. | юе it 

KING: When did this boom star? I mean, 
all of us were kids, we saw wresting on 
television, it was always there. Wresting 
was always there. 

McMAHON: And it aways will be there. 
KING: Well, obviously, its a staple. But 
what's this mania? Did you create that? 
MCMAHON: | think from a group eft 
standpoint, yes. One of the reasons that 
wresting is so popular—the World Wres- 
ting Federation, | should say, to differenti 
ate that between all wresting 6 so popu- 
lar is that for years and years there were 


t 


Larry King is at the controle as he and the viewers 
ol Home Team Sportsbest have the opportunity to 
‘fl the head of the WWF, Vince McMahon. 


these small local and regional promoters, 
and they all worked together, And in order 
10 bring the entertainment value to the 
sport that we wanted to do, we could по 
longer remain just а part of that. In order 
to bring the entertainment value we want 
ed, the only way we could do it was lo be 
national and indeed intomational in scope. 
So that’s what we did, 

KING: Did what? 

McMAHON: Well, we began to compete, 
which had never been done before in pro- 
fessional wrestling. 

KING: Wit? 

МеМАНОН: With all the other promoters, 
It was us against the world. And all the 
other regional and local promoters stil 
maintain their alliances and allegiances 
and | would say perhaps somewhat mo- 
nopolistic tendencies, and we then decid- 
ed we're gonna break the mold and we're 
gonna compete with all of them. 

KING: By using primetime television, 
nighttime television, NBC, what? 
MCMAHON: Every vehicle we possibly 
could use. Cable television, prime time, 
network television, our own syndicated 
package—which now we're on in over 200. 
markets. From every vehicle we possbly 
‘could compete. 

KING: You treated it globally, then. 
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McMAHON: Yes. 
KING: How much did Hulk Hogan have to 
do with this success? Did you need a 
Prime mover, so to speak, an attraction? 
McMAHON: 1 think yes and no. | mean, 
who is to say? It's very, very successful, i 
proved to be a very successful formula for 
us. Hulk is such a charismatic individual, 
and sets the standards, | think, for al 
wresting champions of the future. He 
helped us greatly, there's no doubt of that. 
He had to have the vehicle, of course, in 
arder to do that. So we, | think, more than 
anything else, oreated the vehicle, and he 
Certainly has helped us. But in по way is 
this a опе man gang, it's not a oneman 
Story at all 

KING: Now what made it—this you can't 
plan. How did it catch on with rock groups 
and people dressing up in fancy svete 


mmy Snuka confronts Paul Omdorft and Reddy Piper. Whether or not he uses й comecty, McMahon 
has а true gift for promotion. 


clothing and going out on Friday night to 
see and be seen? Can't create that. 
McMAHON: | think that again, from an 
entertainment standpoint, the dilerence 
here is, notwithstanding the aggressive- 
ness that we showed in terms of our ex. 
pansion, the difference is also in terms of 
Philosophy. Our philosophy is really basi 
cally the same as any successful owner of 
а sports franchise, but even more so in 
that we recognize that we are first and 
foremost in the entertainment business. 
We are entertainment producers. And so 
with that philosophy its totally difierent 
than any philosophy belore us in terms of 
previous wrestling producers. So with that 
Philosophy, then, | think it's the right blend 
о all sorts of demographics and whatever 
that makes us so successful 

KING: Were you shocked at it catching on 
ще it did? 

MeMAHON: No, I wouldn't say that I was 
shocked at it catching on Ike it did. As a 
matter of fact, | think the family jewels 
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меге оп the fine hoping that it would. 
KING: In other words, you did roll the dice 
that it would? 

McMAHON: Absolutely. 

KING: Betting it on an °80s entertainment 
kind of thing? 

McMAHON: Absolutely. 

KING: Al right. и is an entertainment first. 
McMAHON: Absolutely. Entertainment first 
and foremost 

KING: Why then do people get angry at 
you over it being a sport, oF for it not 
being a sport, when you're saying its an 
entertainment frst? What are you saying? 
McMAHON: What Im saying is that in 
terms of positioning, and i's a marketing 
Philosophy which no other wresting pro- 
ducer ever dreamed of or wouldn't say or 
whatever. What we tried to do, and thank 
God we were successful in doing i, is 


positon ourselves in a very, very unique 
format. The World Wresting Federation is 
sports entertainment. it has the best of 
both words. It uses extraordinary athletes 
in terms of their physical prowess to enter- 
tain. But yet, from an entertainment spec- 
trum, it then gives us the abiit to bring in 
all sorts of things to rub up against these 
athictes, and indeed it is spots 
entertainment. 

KING: Are they very well paid? 
McMAHON: Yes, they're exremely wel 
paid. 

KING: The average top wrestler will eam 


what? 

McMAHON: Well, only in the WWF, | 
mean | can't say that al wresters are well 
paid, and one cf the reasons why they are 
in the WWF is because of our global 


scope. 
KING: They'll eam what? 
McMAHON: Well I would say а top wres- 
бег in the WWF would ват well over a 
а milion dollars in terms of all rights. 


KING: The fan who goes to the event, 
apart from the rock stars and ће Bob 
Costases—who, you know, fell ав a young 
chid out of the crib and we don't know 
who tipped it over—can we tinype, as 
Playboy magazine ties to, the wresting 
fan? ls it a he or a she, how old, income, 
ec 

MCMAHON: Again, | think there is a dier- 
lence between the wresting fan and a fan 
of the WWF. From a marketing standpoint, 
socio-economic background, everything 
еве. But broad-based, | think you have to 
say that at our lve events, as well as the 
television viewership which Nielsen bears 
ол, that we are Americana. And that's 
really where our audience 

KING: All age groups? 

MCMAHON: I's al age groups, There's a 
higher concentration in terms of some der 
mographics, but in genäral i's all age 
groupe. And it really is Americana. 
KING: Spit men and women? 
McMAHON: Not exactly. Pd say there's а 
higher skew to men, about 55 percent 
men. 

KING: Okay, lets take our frst caller 
Hello? 

CALLER 41: | have quite a few questions, 
1 don't know where to start first. Why 
would they allow Jake "The Snake" [Rob 
erts] to go in the ring with the snake? 
McMAHON: Wel, there you go again. 
That's a good question, Jake has a pet, 
he has a frend that he brings, and he 
normally does not bring it то the ring, 
he's forbidden to bring А into the ring un. 
less the maich is over. The match is over, 
then the sanctioning body of tho WWF 
doesn't have any control over Jake "The 
Snake.” When Jake "The Snake" comes 
to the ring to wrestle, and more often than 
mot... (tums to Larry King) He brings a 
snake, in this great big 

KING: A what? 

McMAHON: He brings a snake, a python. 
KING: ls this in the rulebook? 
McMAHON: Viel, actually, he's rewrling 
the rulebook, Jake "The Snake" is, but 
nonetheless he brings this 

KING: For what purpose? 

McMAHON: He lies snakes. He uses the 
snake to intimidate his opponents, and 
вел bring the snake 

KING: Wade Boggs lios chicken, but he 
doesn't bring one to the plate when he 
comes to bat. 

MCMAHON: Yes, but wait a minute, this is 
the WWF. Things happen here а те dit- 
Terent than they do anywhere else. 
KING: Does the snake often get involved 
in the actual combativeness? 
McMAHON: No, not actually in the com- 
batveness aspect, but ater the match is 
over. 

KING: What might the snake do? 
McMAHON: Jake "The Snake" Roberts 
has a hold he cals “The DDT.” And once 
he lays an opponent out cold, he then will 
open this giant toesack, and out comes 
this 104007 python, which he will wrap al 
Over this person's body. 

KING: Why then would anyone agree to 


westie him? 
McMAHON: Because they are confident 
they can beat Jake "The Snake." 

KING: And if they lose, confident that the 
python will not kil them. 

McMAHON: They are hopeful that the py- 
thon will not strangle them, yes. 

KING: Do you have a special clause in the 
‘contract dealing with pythons? 
McMAHON: Im sure there is an adden- 
dum. t's not part of the standard conract, 
but Im sure there is some sort of an 
addendum. 

KING: Thank you, We'll go to our next 
caller. Next. Hello? 

CALLER #2: Hi, good evening, Lary. 1 
have a couple of very quick questions 
First question is this: Earlier in your com- 
versation, Vince said the purpose of the 
WWF is entertainment. Га Ше to know 
Why the matches that are shown here on 
Saturday mornings and other parts of the 
Country are such obvious mismatches that 
its not even funny. Some of these guys 
are about as athieiclooking as | am, and 
I'm not athletictooking at а 

KING: And your second question? 
CALLER #2: My second question would 
be: Why, when Vince runs the WWF—and 
it's known to anybody that follows this that 
he does—when he does the announcing 
оп Saturday mornings he acts ке some 
announcer that they just hired about а 
Week ago, knows nothing about what is 
going on in his organization, or anything 
ike that. Keep up the good work, Lary, I 
enjoy you. 

KING: Thank you. Okay, number one. 
MCMAHON: Well, let me respond to num- 
bor two first. As | said before, Im a fan 
And like it or not, in terms of viewership, 
not because l'm on the show, but because 
of the athiotes that are on the World Wres- 
"ling Federation promotional shows, which 
ав you wil note ls а totally different kind of 
how than is the cartoon show on CBS, or 
for that matter a totally different kind of 
show than is on Saturday Night's Main 
Event on NBC. So there are different lev- 
ls, different criterias, and diferent levels 
f performance in tems of promotional 
shows, etc. But nonetheless, (o answer 
both questions, А: I'm a fan, and | re- 
spond and | anrigunce as a fan, the way 
that | see things and the way that | caf 
them, as a fan. Secondly, Im very happy 
that your views are not shared with the 
high television ratings that we enjoy. Obvi- 
‘ously, you're in the minorty, and the ma- 
jority ol the fans watching our show really 
Very much enjoy it. And that bears out that 
we are the highest—no, the second high- 
est, меге behind Wheel Of Fortune—the 
second-highest syndicated package im 
America across the country 

KING: You're kidding 

McMAHON: Nope. Nielsen 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: Afer several 
Gommericas, а segment from Wrestling 
TNT was shown, whore Nikolai Volkoff is 
reintroduced to his sister Olga] 

KING: What was that we just saw there? 
What was that? 


McMAHON: I'm not too sure. think what 
it was supposed to be was "This Is Your 
Life Nikolai Volkoff.” 

KING: | see, and where was that 


happening? 

McMAHON: That was happening on TNT, 

а cable television show. 

KING: That you host? 

McMAHON: Did host. In fact, that was 

‘one of my last performances. 

KING: He didn't know his own sister? Or 

that was not his sister? 

МСМАНОН: | don't think he knows. | for 
А could very 

well have been his sister. Nikolais not the 

brightest. 

KING: Not all wound up too tight, right? 

McMAHON: Well, sometimes a litte 100 

tight. 

KING: Okay. Take our next call for Vince 


Washington metropolitan area, because 
that’s where my dad really began his start 
as president of Capital Wrestling Corpora- 
on, and Washington is a very, very dear 
city to me for a number of reasons, one of 
which is my father. Thank you for recog- 
nizing my dad. To answer your question, 
по, it really does not pose a problem for 
the WWF because of, again, the vast dis- 
party of compensation that the wrestlers 
are paid in the WWF as compared to oth- 
er local and regional promoters. 

KING: You haven't lost anybody? 
McMAHON: No, we've lost, as a matter of 
fact, those two individuals. Sgt. Siaughter, 
who very, very much is trying to make his 
way back lo the WWF now 

KING: He quit to join another group? 
McMAHON: More or less. He quit really 
more to branch out on his own in terms of 


father, Vince Meldahon Sr. (above), who leamed the business 
med the WWF over to his son, the great expansion effort ед. 


McMahon, president of the World Wres- 
ing Federation. Hello, 

CALLER #3: Yeah, hi, Lamy, this is Chris 
from Falls Church. | have a comment and 
question for Mr. McMahon. It's interesting, 
Vince, to hear you open the show talking 
about your father. As far as the history of 
wresting in Washington goes, | remember 
when he was promoting matches out at 
the old Washington Colseum, and after 
the shows stopped there, in the years be- 
fore the Capital Centre was bui, us 
Washington-area fans had to drive to the 
Baltimore Civic Center in order to see 
wrestiing. Now we're verry happy with the 
shows at the Capital Centre and we hope 
they continue. My question is: Do you see 
а problem with the wrestlers such as Sup- 
erly Snuka and maybe За. Slaughter 
jumping from one alliance to another, and 
what kind of problems does this create for 
the WWE? 

McMAHON: First of all, thank you very 
much for your comments from the greater 


a lot of merchandising, and he got a lot of 
bad advice, unfortunately. And he's very 
much looking forward to coming back to 


the WWF, and negotiating as hard as he 
can to come back. Superfly Snuka, on the 
other hand, is... | think a lot of people 
would say he's somewhat of a basket 
case, and you just can't do anything with 
that 
KING: You dont have a United States 
Football League, then, someone taking 
you on? 
McMAHON: No. 
KING: No one started a national federa- 
ton, tying for television time or anything? 
McMAHON: No, not really, There are 
some, again, regional producers that offer 
ап allemative, but ifs a very, very poor 
atematve 
KING: Youre on 
Saturdays? 
McMAHON: NBC's Saturday Night's Main 
Event, and we have our own syndication 
(Continued on page 52) 


Wrestling 86 / 31 


what, NBC on 


ss sr a a —— 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


DMUND A. BABIER State 

Park is located due west of 
St. Louis, four or five miles off 
State Highway 40 and, admittedly, 
а bit off the beaten path. On a 
clear day, you can look east and 
faintly pick out the skyline of St 
Louis, but if you really want to get 
away from it all, turn your back оп 
the Gateway City and make be- 
lieve you're hundreds of miles 
from civilization. 

Artists, writers, poets, and lov- 
ers alike visit here to rediscover 
themselves, search for inspiration, 
and come to peace with the 
world. Enter these hallowed 
grounds and walk away refreshed, 
look to the west and wonder what 
early-day settlers must have 
thought when they looked out 
upon the vast wilderness that lay 


ahead. Far from a world of мо- 
lence, miles from the dirt and traf- 
fic of the big city, Edmund A. 
Babier State Park is one place 
where a man can go and find 
himself 

This is a strange place for an 
interview, especially since Ric 
Flair absolutely hates Edmund A. 
Babier State Park. It's too quiet 
100 clean, 100 far away from the 
hustle and bustle of the city Ше 
that he loves. Here, nobody no- 
tices him, save for the few people 
who are shocked by his build and 
mane of blond hair. Flair loves at- 
tention, but here he gets none. 
And it was here that Flair wanted 
to meet on the 14th day of his 
titleless reign, August 9, 1986. 

You probably thought l'd be 
desperate, depressed, and ready 
to retire," said Flair. "Well, 1 fig- 
ured I'd get you out here just to 


throw you off, then tell you what's 
been going on in this mind. Dusty 
might have the belt, baby, but it's 
only a piece of hardware com- 
pared to the real thing." He point- 
ed at his forehead. "Up here, 
man, in the mind, that's what it's 
all about. There's a difference be- 
tween being champion and being 
champion. | never stopped think- 
ing | was champion." 

Flair walked slowly along the 
tree-ined path and the squirrels 
scurried for cover, He started to 
pick up steam and little by litle, 
got into the rhythm of the famous 
Flair strut. The birds sang softly, 
but one could imagine the open- 
ing bars of the theme from 2001: 
A Space Odyssey blaring over 
an arena sound system, The sun 
broke through the clouds and 
bounced brilliantly off Flair's long 
strands of hair. One could imag- 


Ric FLAIR’S 
Two-WEEK TEST OF WILL 


“I NEVER STOPPED 
THINKING I WAS 


CHAMPION!” 


Some people might get down, some might give up. But when Ric Flair 
lost his title, the quiet confidence he exuded said that he would soon 
regain the NWA World heavyweight belt 


— 


ine a bright spotlight glaring down 
from the rafters. A dog barks. The 
crowd cheers. A wrestling ring. 
Edmund A. Babier State Park 
The Nature Boy. 

“Ladies and Gentlemen, here 
пе is, the former and future NWA 
heavyweight champion, Ric Flair!” 

Pick up the pace. Ric Flair in 
the ring. July 26, 1986, in Greens- 
boro, North Carolina, the 13th 
stop on The Great American Bash 
tour. Dusty Rhodes is the oppo- 
nent, and Flair's third title reign is 
about to come to an end. An in- 
credible battle with numerous 
near-pins ends with Flair trying to 
climb up the steel cage, Rhodes 
pulling him down, and then deliv- 
ering a series of elbow- 
smashes leading up to 
a small package and 
the pin, After 


22 


Е 


22 minutes and 35 seconds, 
Rhodes has the NWA World 
heavyweight beit, and a nation is 
in shock 

Dusty speaks first. “The Бей 
daddy, the Бей, that’s what it's all 
about and The Dream's got it 
They put Flair to the big test, the 
World Series, during The Bash, 
daddy, and lemme tell ya, he just 
couldn't live up to The American 
Dream. Now I've got it, and I'm 
keeping it.” Loud nervousness. 
This didn't sound like a 
champion. 

Now, Flair 
‘Rhodes was 
just the 
better / 


Fai summons al of his strength to over: 
‘come Dusty Rhodes. 


man tonight,” said Flair. "I was in 
as good a shape as I've ever 
been, so | have to give him a lot 
of credit. | have no excuses, but 
let me tell you this. Dusty's sing- 
ing his song right now, but the 
tune is going to change." Quiet 
confidence. The voice of a cham- 
pion, but not yet. 

The following day, Rhodes 
pinned Flair in Dallas. Three days 
later in Kansas City, he did it 
again. And two days later in Atlan- 

1a. And five days later, again 
in Kansas City. And the 

next day in St. Joseph, 
Missouri. But in Kansas City, 

| the hourglass was 

1 Starting to run 

out for 

Rhodes. In 

St. Joseph, 

time wore 

thinner. 


In St. Louis, it was ай over. 


Two days before Flair regained 
the belt, Tully Blanchard and J.J 
Dillon are in Kansas City for a 
litle shopping trip. Michaels, the 
world-famous clothing store for 
big men, is the main stop on their 
agenda, but they'll also make a 
little side trip to see 

their good friend 

Ric Flair 


wrestle 


Dusty Rhodes. 
“The Four Horsemen like to 
stick together,” said Blanchard. 
“Me and J.J. were going to go on 
to the next town, but we figured 
we'd stop in КС. and do some 
shopping, then maybe catch a 
wrestling match. Something tells 
me that Rhodes’ time is running 
pem 
Later, on a television 
interview, Flair sounds the 
battle cry. “I'm not 
worried," says the ex- 
champion. "Rhodes is 
going to have to prove 
that he's a real man, 
that he can hold on 
to the title for more 
than just a few weeks, 
and he's gonna have 
to do it by defending 
against me. The pres- 


sure's all on him. If | beat him, 
he's no longer champion. If he 
beats me, he's gotta do it again 
the next time. And the time after 
that." 

This is the confidence of a 
wrestler who has been on top for 
so long, he forgets that he's no 
longer there. Flair is so used to 
being champion that he can't, and 
won't, change his style. Anyway, 
Flair has nothing to prove. The 
recently completed third title reign 
lasted well over two years, and 
over that period, he took on ай 
competition and proved that he 
really was a great champion. 

Besides, Flair seems to know 
something that nobody else does, 

Before the start of the match, 
Blanchard and Dillon climb into 
the ring to shake Flairs hand. 
(Continued on page 50) 


Rhodes works on Flas let arm during thet cage match at the Greensboro 
Cokseum (ей), Magnum Т.А. and musician David Allen Coe help an exhausted 
American Dream 


‘celebrate vs tle icon 


Defending the te for the sith time, in Kansas 
apples an abdominal stretch 


places tremendous. pressure оп his 
injured left knee (ей). 


MISSY НУАТТ 5 
UIDE 
TO THE UWF 


VER THE PAST six months, the Universal Wres- 

ling Federation has eamed a reputation as being 
the roughest, toughest, and meanest area in the world 
of professional wrestling. Perhaps this has something to 
до with the invasion of The Fabulous Freebirds from 
the World Class area, or the retum of President Bill 
Watts to the wrestling ring, or maybe the utter disre- 
spect manager/wrestler Eddie Gilbert has shown for the 
rules of the game. 

‘More likely, however, it has nothing to do with any of 
these men. In this case, the сирт is a woman, а 
young lady named Missy Hyatt who arrived in the UWF 
area in late June, ready and willing to do business. She 
wasted nary a minute and proved that Missy Hyatt is 
not, repeat, not the kind of gin you'd bring home to 
meet mama. 

For one thing, the woman is a blonde bombshell 
Make no mistake about it, Missy Hyatt is the kind of girl 
men dream about while they're away at sea, with her 
томе starlet face, wavy blonde hair, bright baby blues, 
and hourglass figure. When she enters the ring wearing 
а tight black pair of leather pants and a skimpy, low 


cut, white, see-through (enough already!) tank top, you 
can sense the increased heart rate of the men in the 
audience. Face it guys, Missy fits the rulebreaker's 
mode, but are there any of you out there that can really 
say you hate her? Стоп, men, stand up! 

Hyatt has associated herself with some of the most 
controversial men in the UWF: Terry Gordy, Michael 
Hayes, Buddy Roberts, Eddie Gilbert, John Tatum, 
Jack Victory, etc. For months, she's been involved in a 
heated feud with Dark Journey and has publicly vowed 
to drive her out of the area 

In reality, it would be hard to find a feud in the UWF 
that isn't connected, in some way, to Missy Hyatt. Be- 
cause of this, and other factors, the popularity of the 
UWF is rapidly growing. In some circles, it's recognized 
as the third-most influential wrestling federation in the 
country (behind the NWA and WWF). Stil, many people 
are unfamiliar with this area, 50 the editors of Wrestling 
86 asked Missy Hyatt to'author a guide to the Universal 
Wrestling Federation. She readily agreed and what fol 
lows is Missy Hyatt's comprehensive, somewhat biased, 
completely unedited, guide. 


By Missy Hyatt ——— 


HEN THE PEOPLE trom Wres- 
tling 86 asked me to write this 
guide to the UWF, | got so excited 
that | went right out and bought a 
new teeny string bikini, lots of bathing 
bubbles, and а big bottle of cham- 
pagne. Oooh! | was so excited, | had 
Johnny [Tatum] take me out to dinner 
to celebrate and we had the most 
wonderful evening 
1 think 1 should start off by telling 
y'all that John Tatum is the hottest 
thing in the UWF, professionally 


speaking, naturally. Now, I'm not say- 
ing that his big, hard body and пр. 
pling muscles don't tum me on, but 
as а wrestler, he's really tops. 

Now, just for those of yall who 
aren't familiar with it, the Universal 
Wrestling Federation used to be 
known as the Mid-South area. A wild- 
haired freak named Hacksaw Jim 
Duggan (who I think is one of the 
ugliest men alive) was the champion 
of Mid-South, but then they decided 
to change the name to UWF and 


hold а tournament over in Houston to 
pick a new champ, 

All the big guys were there, Jack 
[Victory], The Blade Runners, Kama- 
la, The Freebirds, Duggan, [Ted] Di- 
Biase. Johnny and | weren't in the 
UWF yet, but we were based down 
in Texas and decided to go see it 
Well, it was incredibly exciting, and in 
the finals Terry Gordy pinned Duggan 
to win the first UWF heavyweight е. 

A few weeks after that, John and I 
signed a contract to come to the 


With an impressive roster of wrestlers that includes many of the 
sport’s most rugged athletes, the Universal Wrestling Federation 
has become the fastest growing area in the sport. But it’s a woman 
who has drawn most of the attention. In this exclusive article for 
Wrestling 86, Missy Hyatt provides an in-depth guide to the UWF 


Above let: As expected, Missy Hyatt and John Tatum. 
‘when they arrived in the UWF. Above right: Not expected, however, was the agreement Hyatt made with Eddie Gilbert 
Who manages and holds the UWF tag team tile with Blade Runner Sing. 


UWF, and from what | hear it hasn't 
been the same since then. Actually, 
from what I can tell, things were pret- 
ty wid before that. The Freebirds, 
that's Terry, Gordy, Michael Hayes, 
and Buddy Roberts, signed this $1 
milion contract—one milion dollars, 
imagine that!—to come to the UWF 
and they immediately started making 
things happen. 

Anyway, | can tell that I'm starting 
to get away from the subject. You 
see, Im not really а writer, so the 
editors of Wrestling 86 realized this 
and sent me а list of suggestions of 
what | should write about. They said 
that | should write a litle thing about 
all the main people in the UWF, so 
that’s what I'm gonna do. Here goes! 

EDDIE GILBERT: Eddie is a man- 
agerial genius, and if you ask me, the 
best manager in the world. His orga- 
nization is called Hot Stuff Intema- 
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tional and mine is called Hyatt Incor- 
porated, so recently, we decided to 
join forces. I've always said that big- 
ger is better, you know! Eddie man- 
aged The Ваде Runners and Kortsia 
Korchenko, but, you see, Eddie got 
into this litle spat with Bil Watts. 
He's the president of the UWF, but 
IW get to him later. Anyway, Rock, 
he's one of The Blade Runners, and 
Korchenko, decided that they couldn't 
get a fair shake around here as long 
as Watts was president, so they de- 
Cided to take off. Eddie decided to 
wrestle again and he made a tag 
team with Sting, the other Blade Run- 
ner. Well, you'll never believe what 
happened. This makeshift tag team 
got in that ring and beat the stuffin's 
out of The Fantastics for the UWF 
tag team championship. With a bit a 
help from yours truly, of course. 
THE FREEBIRDS: | told you be- 


joined forces with their longtime frend Jack Victory (far let 


fore who they are. Тепу is still the 
champion and Michael and Buddy do 
most of the tag team wrestling, al- 
though Terry still gets involved some- 
times. They used to be sixman 
champs in the World Class. The 
Freebirds are also having this feud 
with Watts. Things aren't going so 
well right now, but 1 have a feeling 
that they're about to change. Old 
man Watts can't keep going for long 
Anyway, I've become really good 
friends will all three of these boys 
and let me tell ya, honey, they're the 
bitchinest partyers I've ever known. 
They can make a case of Jack Dan- 
iels disappear in no time at all 
They're pretty good at making other 
things disappear, too, but that’s a sto- 
ry for another day. 

DARK JOURNEY: | was gonna ig- 
nore her, but the guys at 86 insisted 
that | be fair, so 11 keep it short. The 


good. 

THE FANTASTICS: Bobby Fulton 
and Tommy Rogers are just a bunch 
of pretty boys, and nothing pleased 
me more than watching The Sheep- 
herders (they used to be champs, but 
theyre gone now) and Jack rake 
their pretty lile faces across а 
barbed wire fence. All these teeny- 
bopper girls always shout, "Oh Bob- 
by! Oh Tommy! We love you! You're 
Our favorites! We have your picture 
оп the wall!” It tums my stomach to 
see women acting this way. | couldn't 
believe that these guys were tag 
team champs, but Eddie and Sting 
took care of that Now, instead of 
being pretty boys, they're pretty boy 
has-beens. 

HACKSAW DUGGAN, TERRY 
TAYLOR, STEVE WILLIAMS, TED 
DIBIASE: The scum of the earth all 
gets lumped together in my book. If 
you ask me, wrestling is a man's 
sport, for real men with courage and 
strength and even a litle bit of sex 
appeal. That never hurt no one, did 
it? Hee hee! Well, these four are the 
poorest excuses for men I've ever 
known. Hacksaw, for instance, su 
fered this little injury before the finals 
of the UWF toumament and acted 
like he was about to die. Taylor has 
been wrestiing in tag teams with 


SS 
EXE 
Hyatt does nt think much of Dark Journey oc the 


wrestler Dark Journey brought in to batte Missy s 
men, Missing Link, 


sooner that prissy pig gets out of the 
UWF, the better. She thinks she can 
take over the UWF, but the only 
wrestler who can stand her is The 
Missing Link, so how the heck is she 
gonna do that? Personally, | think 
she's gone batty, By the way, I got a 
funny story about Dark Urinary. The 
other day, Michael Hayes decided to 
show everybody the way a real man 
acts, so he climbed into the ring and 
planted this big, long kiss on Dark 
Urinary's lips. Well, it sure looked to 
me like she enjoyed it, but then she 
remembered what a bitch she is 
hauled back, and slapped Michael in 
the face. Everybody laughed, but if 
you ask me, Dark Urinary was ex- 
posed for the kind of woman she is. I 
intend to have her out of here in no 
time at all 
BILL WATTS: Mr. President—an 
old, fat, overthehill, senile, thieving 
Boy, | could go on forever, but 
you know what l'm talking about 
This guy's always rattin' and tattin' 
and runnin' off at the mouth about 
this and that and all this crap about 
defending his country, but he don't 
do nothin’ anyway. What kind of 
president gets into the ring and wres- 
tles the men he's supposed to be in 
charge of? It just don't seem fair to 
me. He's feuding with half the guys 
in this area, then he tums around 


Watts, so that's all you need to know 
about him. Wiliams calls himself Dr. 
Death. Thats a joke! He тиз be 
talking about his breath! And DiBiase! 
Here's a funny story. Back in July, 
Terry Gordy was kicking DiBiase's 
butt, and then, just for fun, Michael 
and Buddy came into the ring. Well, 
they're just doing a litle three-on-one, 
nothing wrong with that, and Dr. 
Breath runs into the ring. So, they 
decide to have a little fun with Wil 
Пате, and Gordy gives him a piledriv. 
er, and they had to take Williams 
away and put him into traction. You 
should have seen DiBiase! The guy 
was practically crying, he was so up- 
set. Ya see, a bunch of years ago, 
The Freebirds did the same thing to 
DiBiase. Now, all they have to do is 
get Duggan and Taylor, but that, 
Shouldn't be а problem. 

ONE MAN GANG: Eddie Gilbert 
and | are really proud of OMG, as we 
call him, and we'd love to have him 
join us, but right now he's pretty well 
tied up with Skandor Akbar's Devas- 
tation Inc. These two did a real num- 
ber on Duggan the other day and it 
was the greatest thing I've ever seen. 
Anyway, OMG is a pretty big guy, the 
biggest in the UWF from what | 
(Continued on page 62) 


and tries to act like he's president. | 
con guarantee you that me and my 
men wil teach him a lesson but 


Fulltime UWF President and part me wrestler Bil Watts locks up in a test of strength with Sting. Missy 
Hyatt does not understand how Watts can wrestle and still objectively govem the federation, Watts has 
become the primary target of UWF ruiebreakers. 


Jerry Lawler slicks it to Ник Hogan. 


Hogan, Bundy, Savage, 
Rude, Bockwinkel . . . 


What Do They 
Have In Common? 


JERRY 
LAWLER'S - 
BEATEN 
THEM ALL! 


Jerry Lawler has never won a world title. But, judging by the list of wrestlers 
he’s defeated, he truly deserves the crown he wears into the ring 


LES START, В diveling some of 
he myths and correcting the misinfor 
mation surrounding the life and carver of 
Jeny “The King” Lawler. His favorite per- 
former is not Andy Kaufman. It is Elis 
Presley and he is fiercely proud of his 
adopted moniker. His favorite television 
‚show is All My Children, not Late Night 
With David Letterman 

Lawler’s favorite food and drink are 
fried chicken and Coke, choices that 
haven't changed since Ганев entry into 
the fast food market— Slambungers — 
failed, his attempts to skewer bed and 
customers as he did his opponents becom- 
ing one of his few entrepreneurial miscues. 
Of his Slambungers Fried Chicken ($1.89 
for three pieces, potato salad, roll, and a 
deviled eg, Lawler once said, “If the Col 
ond hal our recipe, hed be а King 
What can you say other than that no one 
ever saw Colonel Sanders deliver a fistdrop 
from the top rope. 

Lawler hates spinach, prefers Goldie 
Hawn and Teri Сат to other actresses, 
and roots for the Cleveland Browns in the 
fall, In his spare бте, he watches old 
movies and washes his many customized 


40 / Wrestling 86 


By Eddie Ellner 
саз an accomplished artist 
whose drawings have been sold all over 
the world. His television show, The Jeny 
Lawler Show. is one of the most highly 
rated in the Memphis area а success 
squarely summarizing the paradox of Jemy 
Lasker 

Lawker's overwhelming popularity in his 
home town of Memphis has prompted 
many of his critics to reverse the old as. 
от and say of Jerry Lawler, “Can the man 
play in New York?" Can Lander take to 
the road and be as successful as he has in 
Memphis? 

Amidst great anticipation, Jery Lander 
recently rated his 10 toughest opponents. 
‘They were, in descending order, Jackie 
Fargo, Terry Funk, Мек Bockwinkel, Jo 


LeDuc, Jimmy Valiant, Bill Dundee, Jack 
Brisco, Ken Patera, The Road Warriors, 


and Dutch Mantel 

Perhaps more revealing are the names 
Hulk Hogan, Randy Savage, King Kong 
Bundy, and Rick Rude, men linked by 
their dominance of today's mat game—and 
something else. In the course of their ca- 
reers, they have all been crowned by the 
King. Jemy Lawler, currently unrated in 


the Top 10 and largely unknown outside 
the Memphis area, owns pinfall victories 
over them all, And he doesn't have the 
consideration to even rate them in his top 
10, 


‘Maybe if 1 wrested Hogan today, Td 
put him in my top 10," the King explains, 
but back in '81 he was easy pickings 
Same goes for Savage and Bundy. Forget 
the other guy. Rude was eas. I cant 
believe he was World Class champion for 
so long. 

And what of Ric Flair, the Sheiks (both 
Iron and Original, Harley Race, Bruiser 
Brody, and Bobo Brazil? Lawler owns vic 
tories over them, too. Does he claim that 
Dutch Mantel was a tougher opponent 
than Flair? Jos Leduc а more worthy foe 
than Rick Martel? 

‘Hey, why would 1 lie?" he asks, “I have 
no reason to lie, nothing to goin from it 
The problem with a lot of people is that 
they underestimate the wrestling talent 
here in the MidSouthem area. They can't 
believe that any of our boys can wrestle 
worth а damn. If it doesn't originate from 
New York or from Crockett county, then 


(Continued on page 60) 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 


YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD STAN HANSEN 
HAVE BEEN STRIPPED OF HIS AWA 
WORLD TITLE? 


'TS STADIUM COURT at the United 

States Tennis Center and a sellout 
crowd, milions of television viewers 
around the world, and representatives 
from every major newspaper, television 
Station, and radio network are eagerly 
awaiting the start of the 1987 US. Open 
finals between John McEnroe and Ivan 
Lendl. 

Lendl, the defending champion, has al- 
ready taken the court to start warming up, 
but McEnroe, the bad boy of tennis, the 
superstar that everybody loves to hate 
has yet to appear. Over the course of the 
two-week tournament, the self-proclaimed 
"new" John McEnroe has had numerous 
arguments and falling outs with officials, 
and in one instance during the third 
round actually walked off the court to 
protest a linesman’s call before friends 
convinced him to retur. 

Meanwhile, UST.A. officers have con 
чепей at the president's courtside box for 
an emergency meeting. Upon arriving at 
the stadium, McEnroe was informed that | 
the same crew that officiated his third IN 
round match was assigned to the finals, 
Enraged, McEnroe demanded a new set 


‘Then, much to the astonishment of the 
USTA. president, McEnroe packed his bags and stalked out of 
the arena. 

The UST.A, governors are in a bind, but in reality they have 
по choice. McEnroe has refused to rerum unless the officials are 
changed, but that cannot be arranged. By leaving, McEnroe has 
forfeited the match and Lendl must be awarded the Open cham- 
pionship. Certainly, his past actions don't warrant him the benefit 
Of the doubt. But what about the fans, the press, television, and. 
perhaps, most important, the image of tennis? 

Sil, the announcement is made: Lend), by forfeit, is declared 
the winner of the Open. A near riot ensues in the grandstand, 
television executives are irate, millions of dollars in commercial 
fime has been lost, and the US, Open has been forever tar 
nished. Meanwhile, John McEnroe is nowhere to be found. 


Impossible, you say? It can never happen, you insist? Well, 
you're probably right. John McEnroe is such a fierce competi 
tor that even his inbom stubbomess will not allow him to 
forfeit the finals of the US. Open if he makes it that far next 
year. 


‘Stan Hansen has put the AWA te belt on the Ene 
while on tour in Japan. Unfortunately, he is no 
of officials but his request was denied. longer recognized by the AWA as its champion. 


But a similar situation did occur in the 
American Wrestling Association, when 
World champion Stan Hansen failed to 
appear for a match with challenger Nick 
Bockwinkel on June 29 in Denver. Actu- 
ally, Hansen did show up, but for тев 
sons that have never been made quite 
clear, he left the arena in anger. Presi- 
dent Stanley Blackbum announced that 
if Hansen did not reappear in a pre- 
scribed period of time, the belt would 
be awarded to Bockwinkel. As we all 
know by now, Hansen never came back 
and Bockwinkel became the АМА 
World champion, a Ше he still holds. 
This set off a rage of controversy. Many 
people felt that Blackburn acted unfairly 
and had no right to strip Hansen of his 
title. ¿This was a very harsh reaction to 
the situation,” said one fan. Others felt 
that Hansen deserved what he got. 
“Hansen has disqualified himself in the 
past to keep the tie, but simply not 
showing up is going too far,” said anoth- 
er fan 
Certainly, most of the fans in 
McNichols Arena that night were not 
disappointed, When the announcement 
was made, the fans gave the new cham- 
pion a standing ovation, showing litle 
disappointment at not being able to see the match. But this 
was a reflex reaction and involved litle thought. It would be 
interesting to see how those same fans would react now. 
“The point that must be made,” says wrestling historian 
Hugo Von Erchwatz, “is that the AWA had some precedent 
for this decision. Verne Gagne had won the AWA World ше 
from Nick Bockwinkel back in July of 1980. He received рег: 
mission from Blackburn to vacation in Europe. At the time, 
Gagne also held the AWA World tag team title along with 
Mad Dog Vachon. Verne did not realize that he and Vachon 
were signed to defend against Jesse Ventura and Adrian Ado- 
nis [ironically for promoter Gene Reed in Denver] when he 
left for vacation. Blackbum ruled that the belts be given to 
Adonis and Ventura by default.” But except for an obtuse 
quote in the December 1906 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
in which he accused Bockwinkel of paying off everybody 
associated with the match, Hansen has yet to offer an explana- 
tion for his actions. On the surface, it would appear as if 
Hansen felt that he was going to lose to Bockwinkel that night 
(Continued on page 59) 
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GOLDEN MOMENT 


¡can stil walk into bars and restaurants near Madison Square 
Garden and listen to mat afficionados discuss the circumstances 
surrounding February 20, 1978, at the world’s most famous arena. 

The controversy stil rages about the day that Bob Backlund 
defeated Superstar Billy Graham for the WWF Word heavy- 
weight championship. Backlund stopped Graham's tide reign at 
10 months and proceeded to hold the belt for almost six years. 

For the better part of 15 minutes, Backlund dominated Gra- 
ham, progressively weakening him untl the champion was 
primed for Backlund's final maneuver. Backlund hoisted Graham 
upon his shoulder for an atomic spinecrusher and slammed him 
down onto his raised knee. 

Graham bounced off the knee in pain and landed with his 
right leg draped over the lower rope. This should have resulted 
in a break of the hold, but the referee didn't see it. Backlund 
pinned Graham at the 14:51 mark. 

Films proved conclusively that Graham had his foot on the 
ropes when he was pinned Backlund's victory was invalid. The 


“А DISGRACE, A FRAUD, AND A THIEF?” 


Backlund grabs Graham in 
a side heaclock and drags 
him around the ring far 
lef, As Backlund is 
crowned WWF champion 
(et, the Superstar howls 
in protest, his fot sil 
draped across the bottom 
rope (below) 


| 


Grand Wizard, Graham's manager, immediately protested, but 
the decision was allowed to stand. 

‘This touched off a storm of controversy. Graham wanted the 
belt back. “The man won it ilegal" Graham said. "He's a 
disgrace, a fraud, and a еб" Backlund, feeling that he had 
won the belt unfairly, considered giving it back. “When I saw 
the fims showing Graham did have his foot on the ropes, I felt 
like someone had kicked me in the gut," he said. "It was the 
saddest day of my life. The WWF title deserved better than that. 
The fans deserved better than that 

Backlund was vindicated as ће result of a poll in the July 1978 
issue of The Wrestler. The fans were asked, "Should Bob Back- 
hund Retum the WWF Belt To Superstar Graham?” and respond- 
ed with an outpouring of support for the new champion. Of 
9280 votes, only 117 favored Graham. 

1 just can't believe those fans,” an emotional Backlund said. 
“They are the greatest group of people in the world.” 

Perhaps, after all is said and done, this was Backlund's real 

“Golden Moment.” 
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Twenty minutes later, Rhodes 
pins Flair to retain the ше. After- 
ward, however, Dillon complains 
that Flairs foot was under the 
ropes. By this time, however, Flair 
had gotten up, making it impossi- 
ble for referee Sonny Myers to 
make а ruling, 

‘Suddenly, Blanchard enters the 
ring in street clothes and attacks 
Rhodes with a chair. Flair puts 
Dusty in a figure-four leglock and 
Blanchard dives off the ropes and 
onto Rhodes. Flair continues to 
apply pressure to Dusty's left leg 
and the Dream screams in pain. 
Later in the dressing room, a phy- 
sician tells Rhodes that his knee 
is in bad shape and he shouldn't 
wrestle for a few weeks. 


Flair and his men had 


recreated their crime. Last Octo- 


To delest a man of Fic Fis oler, a 
(ей), had virtually no chance. "1 had no doubt that I would be champion again,” Fair said, pointing to the diamond- 
Studded belt in the dressing room (above right). 


Ric Flair 
(Continued from page 35) 

ber, Flair and the Andersons at- 
tacked Rhodes and broke his left 
ankle. This time, they worked on 
his knee. Just outside the dress- 
ing room, a reporter asks Flair if 
he had purposely centered the at- 
tack on Rhodes’ left leg. Flair just 
laughs, smiles, and walks away. 

Despite the doctors urgings, 
Rhodes wrestles in St. Joseph the 
following night and suffers addi- 
tional damage to his left leg. He 
was obviously wrestling in pain 
and many reporters on the scene 
wondered if Rhodes would get out 
of St. Louis with the belt around 
his waist. He wouldn't 

Perhaps there is no greater 
force than the power of positive 
thinking. The night that Flair lost 
the title, he went on with his plans 


for a large party. When ques- 
tioned about this, Flair said, “This 
isn't a postloss party, it's а pre- 
victory party. You know what they 
say, you don't drink beer, you 
rent it. Well, | didn't lose the beit, 
It's just on loan for a while.” 
Flair continued to maintain his 
heavy schedule, but not having 
the belt for a few weeks seemed 
to have a good effect on him 
mentally. The Bash had worn him 
down, and now Flair was starting 
to recover. The тоге than two 
years in the public spotlight was 
enjoyable, but everybody needs a 
vacation now and then. Many 
people now found him less irrita- 
ble and easier to deal with 
Maybe this was because Flair 
seemed to know that he would 
get the title back. He remembered 


wrestler has lo be at АЯ strength. Rhodes, clutching his injured knee (above 


the broken ankle Rhodes suffered 
last fall and worked a plan around 
that left leg. Certainly, anybody 
who thinks that Dillon and Blan- 
chard were in Kansas City to 
shop is being very naive 


The peaceful serenity of Babier 
State Park a distant memory, Flair 
began his evening in St. Louis 
with an early attack on Rhodes’ 
left leg. A figurefour leglock fob 
lowed, but Dusty fought back with 
elbowsmashes and appeared to 
take control. Ten minutes into the 
match, Rhodes put Flair in an ab- 
dominal stretch, but Flair broke it 
by kicking Dusty in the bad knee. 

Both men were knocked out of 
the ring, but Flair got back in, and 
Rhodes recovered just in time. 
Flair put Dusty in the figure-four 
and the champion was in excruci- 
ating pain. Calling upon every last 
ounce of strength left in his body, 
Rhodes tried to reverse the hold, 
but Flair countered and stayed in 
control. 

Then, Flair grabbed the second 
rope and pulled himself up, in- 
creasing the pressure on Rhodes’ 
leg. Dusty writhed in pain and ap- 
peared ready to submit. A brillant 
display of scientific wrestling fol- 
lowed. Flair let himself fall to the 
mat and pinned Dusty's shoulders. 
to the mat. The referee counted 
out Rhodes and Flair had re- 
gained the title. 


Ric Flairs three previous title 
reigns lasted 21 months, five 
months, and, 32 months. Dusty 
Rhodes’ three title reigns have 
lasted five days, 88 days, and 14 
days. Compare their ability, cour- 
age, and scruples all you want, 
but longevity is the truest test of 
champions, Rhodes has repeated- 
ly failed this test 

Or as Flair said, “To be The 
Man, you gotta beat The Man.” 
Like it or not, Ric Flair is The 
Man. The NWA World heavy- 
weight belt belongs to him. CI 


и 5.00 Shi; 
el ча nipping 


Jerry Lawler, for years one of 
wrestling's most controversial 
and flamboyant men, is now the 
subject of his very own videotape 
from the award-winning producer 
of Lords Of The Ring and 
Ringmasters. 


Included in this action-packed hour: 

е The Andy Kaufman Feud 

Showdown Match Against Terry Funk 

© The Classic “Tupelo Concession Stand Brawl” 

• Jimmy Hart Loser-Leave-Town Match 

Fire Attacks! 

e Wrestling's First Music Video 

e Plus Many Many More From The King’s Greatest Matches 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TVSPORTS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please check which format you want 
O VHS O Beta 
Please rush me........copies of Jerry “King” Lawler. | enclose 


$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for 
each tape I am ordering. 


Мате. 


Су... State Zip 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape 
‘ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. U.S. funds 
only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


» This 

| MAGIC watch 

will keep you 
smiling! 


This magical watch has a special 
message that reappears to keep a 
¡smile on your face. "HAVE A NICE 
DAY" will appear for 15 seconds, then 
fade into an exquisite black face 
showing only the hands for the time. 

The fine Swiss movement is 
guaranteed for a full year. Gold or 
silver tone case and expansion band 
‘add the touch of luxury to this beau- 
titul timepiece. 

Youmustbe completely satisfied 
with your watchor retum it within four- 
teen days Гог your full money back. 


Yes, Iwanta MAGICAL WATCH! 
Enclose a check or money order for 
only $29.95 for each watch ordered 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling 
charge per order. 


Мате. 
маи 
су — Sate — n 
оу LE 
Goébnesmewath _ — 52096 
Svertonosmiewatch — s2995 — 
p" 


Shipingandhanding $309. 
Mass. residents aads: salestar — 


Brookline, MA 02146 
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package of over 200 stations. 
KING: So no other network has tried to 
take you on with their own wrestling 
setup? 

McMAHON: No, 1 think that, although 1 
must say, that since this is lve, 1 did have 
а conversation recently with ABC 

KING: About the possibilty of leaving 
NBC? 

McMAHON: No, no, not the possibility of 
leaving 

KING: About doing something for them, 
100? 

McMAHON: Please, Larry, you're going to 
get me in hot water here. | talked with 
ABC, they're interested perhaps in doing 
something with us on a very sparing basis. 
CBS, on the other hand, already has our 
cartoon show. 

KING: Are you the Don King of wresting? 
McMAHON: The what? 

KING: The Don King of wresting. 
McMAHON: No, | am the Walt Disney of 
wrestling, 

KING: Better put. We'll take our next сай 
for Vince McMahon. Hello, 

CALLER #4: How you doing, Lamy and 
Vince? This is a great show. | wanted to 
just make a диск statement and ask 
Vince a very quick question. First of al, 1 
follow wresting very closely, and 1 think 
the WWF has kind of put entertainment 
above the sport, and it's all right for some. 
people, but m a wresting fan, and I pre- 
fer the wresting. But Из stil a great pro- 
motion. My question to Vince, and | really 
hope that you can be objective: Can you 
assess a potential bout between the 
INWA] World heavyweight champion Ric 
Flair and your [WWF World] heavyweight 
champion Ник Hogan? Can you tell mo 
objectively how that bout could possibly 
‘come out and if it could be something 
that’s happening in the future? 

KING: We have two heavyweight champi- 
ons, is that what he's referring 
McMAHON: No. Again he's making refer- 
‘ence to a very regional promotion which is 
Fic Flair, which is a Jim Crockett promo- 
Боп, one of our competitors as such. But 
that match would never, never happen, 
because to make а match like that would 
be ... notwithstanding the fact that Jim 
Crockett is a very good promoter, let me. 
say thal first and foremost. Some of the 
athletes involved in Jim Crockett Promo- 
tions are excellent athletes, and Ric Раг 
happens to be one of them. 

KING: Why wouldn't it happen then? 
МСМАНОН: Well, it wouldn't happen from 
the standpoint, from а national standpoint 
and an intemational standpoint. For us, to 
make a match of that nature would almost 
ge what is now а very small regional 
promoter the credibility that he's looking 
for in terms of 

KING: You don't want to give him that, its 
not е the WBA and WBC in boxing. 
McMAHON: No, it's not really. We're com- 
Peting, you know, and | want to keep that 


vast disparity, that difference ~.. 
KING: Would you ike to get this ка, 
whats his name? 
McMAHON: Ric Flair? 
KING: Would you Ike to get him with the 
WWE? 
McMAHON: Sure would, He's a fine 
алев. 
KING: Then let's take it into that presump- 
iion. How well would he do И he were 
signed with you and fighting Hogan? 
MCMAHON: Well, you know, again, Кв 
теге supposition, but if he came to the 
WWF I doubt very seriously f a match like 
that would be made, because Ric Flair, 
where he does have fabulous athletic 
skills, is about 225 pounds | think and 
about 57107. Notwithstanding his scientific 
il just don't think he can measure up 
to Hogan who is 68” and 330 pounds, 
{EDITOR'S NOTE: At this point, a high- 
lights tape of Hulk Hogan was shown for a 
few seconds] 
KING: The people love him, right? 
McMAHON: They really do. This man is a 
Symbol in so much more than just wres- 
ting, | think he's almost a symbol of Amer- 
icana iso 
KING: In what way? In a Ramboist way? 
McMAHON: Not so much in a Rambo-sh 
way, по, Because he's unabashed to be а 
patriot, unabashed to be an American, 
and 1 {ke that about him and 1 think tho 
fans like that about him. 
KING: And that's very in, now, right? 
MCMAHON: Yes, i's in, but Hogan was 
doing it long before it was in. Another 
thing that he was saying, and always has, 
is, "say your prayers." You don't often 
hear somebody, especially an athlete fike 
that. 1 don't know of any athlete in any pro 
sport or any entertainer that goes around 
saying, "Say your prayers, eat your vita 
mins,” in other words, take care of your- 
зой, "Be true to yourself, and your family, 
and your country.” | mean, there's not а 
heck of a lot let if you can do all those 
things. 
KING: How many nights a year wil he 
fight, will he wrestle? 
МеМАНОН: Oh, | would say, on an aver- 
age out of a year, probably 50, and that's 
а very, very tough pace. 
KING: Once а week 
McMAHON: About once a week, yes. 
KING: Others wil do more, right? 
 McMAHON: Yes, yes. 
KING: Let's go to the next caller. Hello 
CALLER #5: Yes, | have a comment and 
а question for Vince, my man. First the 
‘comment. | feel the same way as caller 
number one; Saturday night matches are 
so bad. And my question is: Why Bob 
Backlund never did get a tie match with 
Ник Hogan, a rematch, because Bob 
Backlund was the former champion. And 
Bob Backlund said that Vince McMahon 
wanted him to change the color of his hair 
(Continued on page 54) 
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and be a nulebreaker, in other words a 
bad guy. 

MCMAHON: Im not tco sure what the 
question was, but let me respond 

KING: Why don't you let him fight again? 
MCMAHON: Well, Bob Backlund, frst of 
ай, is retired. Secondly, for Bob Backlund 
to say what he has said quite often, about 
some sort of scenario of me wanting him 
to dye his hair, which is absurd, and want 
to be a rulebxeaker, which is even more 
absurd. Bob Backlund is а fabulous ath- 
lete, a former al-American wresting cham- 
pion, he was a credit to the World Wres- 
ing Federation when he was the 
titleholder at that time, very, very scientific 
Had very, very litle charisma, for what 
that's worth, but an excellent champion 
But he retired and has never been heard 
from since. Except that he tried wresting, | 
believe, for some of our competitors, and 
gave that up. 

KING: Lite charisma, though, would tum 
you off, wouldn't i? | mean, you're in 
show business, you need someone with 
charisma, so it would be logical. As | hear 
that, it would be logical for you 10 say to 
someone who doesn't have a lot of charis- 
ma, "Dye your hair purple, do something! 
You're a terrific wrestler, but we gotta put 
people in here, not just... we can get the 
guy from lowa who won the Olympics in a 
fourfoot box. We need guys 
МЕМАНОН: Not everyone, Lamy. Again 
it's a product mix, ifs a marketing mix 
And not everyone has lo have huge sums 
of charisma. Certainly Bob Backlund never 
had it But that's all ight. He was a terio 
scientific wroster. 

KING: People came to see him? 
McMAHON: Sure they came ю see him, 
because the people he was facing, they 
had all the charisma. So there's no prob- 
lem with people having no charisma in the 
WWF. We're not looking for each wrestler, 
each pertormer 

KING: Everyone doesn't have to be a per- 
former, then? 

MCMAHON: No, no. You have to have а 
nice marketing mix. 

KING: We'll take our next call for Vince 
McMahon. Helo. 

CALLER #6: Hi, my name is Ray. Vince? 


CALLER #6: Yeah, there's a lot of us out 
here without charisma and we'd like some- 
body up there representing us. First, Га 
Ike 10 congratulate you for recognizing 
that there's things beyond just the wres- 
ing matches to make money on. With the 
videotapes on WrestleMania and things 
Ike that, | was wondering, are you plan- 
ning any videotapes on training programs, 
ще Рай Omdor coming out with 
‘something? 

KING: Like a Jane Fonda. 
McMAHON: Yes we are, as a matter 
fact. We're planning on а lot of things 
that nature, which are not quite 


¿ 


release yet As a matter of fact, Hulk is 
working on one now that’s not probably 
the market you're looking for, but strictly 
for Kids, And there are some other things 
as well that we're working out. 

KING: Do kids come to the matches? 
McMAHON: On, sure. 

KING: A k 

McMAHON: Yes. 

KING: Teenagers or below teenagers? 
McMAHON: Teenagers, below teen- 
‘agers—again the demographic is a very, 
very wide one. Ifs Americana, 

KING: Before we take our next call. Are 
you а litle worried, that one thing Ameri- 
Cans are, we are faddish. For example, 
video games are gone. They were the hot- 
test thing in the world; they're gone, Dis 
(cos. What happened to discos? Are you в. 
litle worried that one day, you're gonna 
wake up, and its gone? And they Ше 
tiddlywinks again. 

McMAHON: No, for the same reason that 
we talked about. Wrestling wil always bo 
around, It always was around. 

KING: Yeah, but are you worried that it 
will diminish greatly? 

McMAHON: No, because of а number of 
factors. It's only diminished if, in fact, we 
don't do our job. И there's not enough of 
the athletic skils employed, or enough of 
the charisma, or enough of the marketing 
mix, and things of that nature, It would be 
а crime for that lo happen, and it won't 
happen, 

KING: One of the things | would think 
you're gonna need is new attractions all 
the time 

McMAHON: All the time 

KING: ... lo keep the interest going 
McMAHON: Absolutely. 

KING: ... because we can't stay at the 
pace with the same people, right? 
McMAHON: That's exactly right. 

KING: So you have to be looking around 
for young people, 

McMAHON: New talent, young talent, Eu- 
ropean talent, new marketing techniques, 
who knows where this thing is gonna go. 
KING: Take our next cal for Vince MoMa- 
hon of the World Wrestling Federation, 
Hello, 

CALLER #7: How you doing, Larry. Vince, 
how are you? 

McMAHON: Well, thank you. 

CALLER #7: l'm 19 years old, and I've 
been watching wresting sinoe | was real 
small. And | was wondering, if | wanted to 
get in touch with you, Vince, or some oth- 
er wrestler, how could 1 do that? 

KING: In touch for what purpose? 
CALLER 47: Maybe for myself, to get into 
professional wrestling, or maybe just to 
talk to some of the wrestlers. 

KING: Well, that's a two-pronged question 
Are you good enough to be a wrestler? 
CALLER #7: | think | am. 

KING: All right, what should he do, if he. 
wanted to be a wrestler? 


McMAHON: First of all, га like to discour- 
age you from being a pro wrestler. I's a 
very, very tough Ше. There's hardy any 
family life to it. These fellows are on the 
oad so much, ай over the county, ай 
over the world. We had a tour that just left 
yesterday for Australia, one just got back 
from the Middle East. So there's very, very 
litle family йе. There's a great deal of 
travel, and all of the hassles that go with 
that. lt may sound to some viewers and 
callers as, you know, travel is romantic 
and i's this and its that, but the lumps 
and bumps that you have to take, all of 
that plus no family Ше, and it's not a very 
good Ше. It is rough. It's very rewarding 
financially, but it is rough. 

KING: Where do you get your new people 
from? 

McMAHON: Uh, from (laughs), from our 


MCMAHON: Yes, we raid them. 
KING: In other words, you see a good 


regional wrestler in North Carolina, you 

like him, he's winning some bouts, he's 

exciting to watch, you go sign him. 

McMAHON: Absolutely. Sure, sure, we'll 

до after him. 

KING: When you sign someone, do they 

get a yearly guarantee, is that the way it 

works? 

McMAHON: No, they don't, no. 

KING: No guarantee? 

McMAHON: They get no guarantee. 

KING: Why sign with you? 

McMAHON: Because it's the guarantee of 

‘opportunity, that's why they sign. 

KING: In other words, they get paid per 

match 

McMAHON: That's correct 

KING: Then as they start io do well and 

become more of an attraction, eventually 
| mean, Hogan's under contract with a 

guarantee, right? 

McMAHON: Not wäh a guarantee. 

KING: Hulk Hogan has no guarantee? 

McMAHON: Doesn't need опе. Al he 


‚opinion of people, Hogan " ‘the most popular wrestler in the 
WD ng eens 


former Marine Corps sergeant and an Iranian wrestler, whose countrymen just a couple of 

years garler had held 63 Americans hostages for 444 days. А 
The Slaughieciron Sheik bates were looked 
forward to with more antcipaton than Hulk Ho- 
gan's WWF tite matches. Slaughter, who not 
before had paper cups thrown at him in the 
could stand in that same ring and rally 22000 
lans to their feet to recie the Pledge of 


needs is opportunity. Any performer 
its lie playing golf, tennis, whatever you 
want it 10 be. Сме them the opportunity to 
perfor, thats what performance should 
be. 

KING: Yeah, but I could be on the PGA 
tour and earn zip. 

McMAHON: Yes you could. And there are 
a let of wrestlers that are touring the WWF 
that eam—not zip, bui comparatively 
Speaking they eam zip as compared to the 
megastars. 

KING: In other words, you work your way 
up, and once you'e up you don't need 
the guarantee? 

McMAHON: You don't, no. All you need is 
opporunity. And that's what we can give 
That no опе else can give: extraordinary 
opportunity 

KING: Take our next cal on Home Team 
‘Sportsbeat for Vince McMahon. Hello 
CALLER #8: Vince, | got one question for 
you. Whats the story with Andre the 
Сап? 

MCMAHON: (lo King) Wel, uh, you don't 
know this. 

KING: | don't 

McMAHON: Just ike you didn't know 
about Jake “The Snake.” 

KING: Correct. 

McMAHON: In any event, wo have a sit 
ation here with Ande the Giant, who's 
been suspended. 

KING: By whom? 

McMAHON: By Jack Tunney, who is the 
President of the WWF. Im president of 
Titan Spons, a Ite bit diferent, we'll get 
into that a (itle later 

KING: There are two presidents? 
McMAHON: Well, no, it's only one 
President 

KING: Its him or you? 

MCMAHON: ко him. 

KING: Then why am | caling you the 
president? 

McHAHON: 
information 
KING: What is your tile? 
McMAHON: Im president of Tian Sport 
KING: Which owns the Word Wresting 
Federation. 

McMAHON: Produces the WWF. 

KING: Tunney works for you. 

MCMAHON: Tunney works for me?. No, 
Tunney works for himsel 

KING: And he's the commissioner? 
McMAHON: President 

KING: And he suspended .. 2 
McMAHON: And he's on third. 

KING: He what? 

MCMAHON: Fist. Change Кот first to 
second. But in any event... what was the 
Question? 

KING: What happened to 

McMAHON: (laughs) 

KING: Al right, he was suspended. Why? 
McMAHON: The reason Andre the Giant 
was suspended, nol to make ight of 
Andre's suspension, because—no pun in- 
tended there, Andre weighs 500 pounds— 
but #5 very important to Andre, very seri- 
ous, and to the WWE as wel. Andro failed 
(Continued on page 56) 
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1 don't know. You got the 


to appear for a date, and it happened 
more than once. And when you fail to 
appear for a date—action was taken, and 
he was suspended. Andro, | must say, can 
be, from time to time, extremely arrogant. 
Andre is having this looked into from а 
legal standpoint. And, nonetheless, Andre 
felt thaigthe suspension was totally unwar- 
ranted, and, in fact, И he'd missed мо 
dates, itd be the first two dates he'd 
missed in, like, 10 years of wresting. But, 
nonetheless, he missed them. We're tying 
to determine why he missed them. But he 
did not have the courtesy to show up for 
the hearing that took place. As a result of 
that, when Andre did not show up for the 
hearing, even though there was probably 
а logical explanation as to why he missed 
the two shots, there was no other recourse 
but to suspend Мит. 

KING: Did that anger you? 

McMAHON: It upset me greatly, because 
Andre is an extraordinary attraction. 
KING: And did you call Tunney or Andre? 
McMAHON: Both 

KING: And what did Andre say to you? 
McMAHON: Andro felt that, after ай that 
he had done for the WWF, in terms of 
representing the WWF as ап ambassador 
at large, more or less, worldwide, he felt 
that it was totally unjust, and unless the 
ruling was reversed, he's gonna refuse to 
wrest. 

KING: What did Tunney say? He had no 
choice, 

McMAHON: Не had no altemative. 
KING: So you're between a rock and a 
hard place. 

McMAHON: That's exactly where we ar 
KING: We'll take our next call for Vince 
McMahon. Helo. 

CALLER #9: Га lke to ask Vince a couple 
questions. Why don't you ever see Roddy 
Piper anymore on Saturday moming? And 
‘when will the next Saturday Night's Main 
Event be? 

KING: Okay, thank you. Roddy Piper, Sat- 
urday morning. 

McMAHON: Let me answer it the other 
way. Saturday Night's Main Event, the 
next one is in September, around the 20th 
ог something like that, as | recall. Roddy 
Piper has been making a fim. Hollywood 
wants all of our stars 

KING: A genuine, regular, fuldength mo- 
tion picture. 

McMAHON: Genuine, fulHengt 

KING: Wil he retum upon completion of 
is fiming duties? 

MCMAHON: Yes. The filming, as a matter 
of fact, is over with. | had a conversation 
with Piper just the other day, and he's 
very much looking forward, now that his 
body has healed up, he's very much look 
ing forward to returning, 

KING: Do these people have agents? 
McMAHON: Yes, some of them do, yes. 
KING: Like Ник, does he have an agent? 
McMAHON: Yes. 

KING: You deal with agents, then. So 
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MeMahon trails Susan St. James to the broadcast position at Nassau Coliseum belore the start of this 
past Apri's WrestleMania 2. McMahon hired 25 colebrtes to try to enhance the largest wresting 


raga in history 
you've entered that part of management 
as well. You have to deal with representa- 
tives of talent 

McMAHON: Yes we do. 

KING: We'll take our next call for Vince 
McMahon. Hel. 

CALLER #10: Yeah. Vince, why don't you 
consider Ric Flair a world champion when 
he's beaten “Rowdy” Roddy Piper and 
Greg "The Hammer" Valentino in the 
NWA? 

MCMAHON: Well as | mentioned before, 
Ас ва fine athlete, and | understand a 
heck of a guy, 1 don't know him personal- 
V. 1 think just to have defeated two of the 
stars of the WWF does not necessarily 
make him of championship recognition 
And again, you have to understand the 
disparity between our organization and all 
other regional wresting organizations, of 
which Fic Бак is a part of а regond 
promotion. 

KING: That's the diference between this 
and boxing, tight? In other words, this 
young man rises up, he's gonna have to 
be with the WWF, or he's not gonna fight 
Hulk Hogan, right? 

McMAHON: Sure, sure 

KING: You would ike to get him for the 
wwe? 

McMAHON: Sure would. Hes а fne 
talent 

KING: So you wouldn't mind if he contin- 
ues to win and impress, because some 
day you feel you're gonna get him 


anyway. 
McMAHON: | would say so. | would say 
its a very good possibilty, yes. 

KING: Are you annoyed that you're not 
‘covered on the sports pages? 

McMAHON: Not at all. Lots face it, Ive 
за before, in categorizing what the WWF 


is, its sports entertainment. There is no 
heading in television, except for our head- 
ing, and we cal ourselves sports entertain- 
ment. There's a sports show, there's an 
entertainment. In the newspaper itself 
there's an entertainment section, there's а 
sports page. There's nothing in there of 
spots entertainment. Мете very, very 
unique. We're in a very, very unique cate- 
gory, so sometimes wee covered in 
Sports pages in some markets, and other 
times мете covered in tho entertainment 
section, and other times both 

KING: Take our next call for Vince McMa- 
hon. Helo. 

CALLER #11: Yes, Vince. On this ро- 
gram lastnight, on Florida wresting, they 
had a personal appearance of Bob Back- 
lund, and he stated that he was not retired 
from wresting, and that you had run him 
out of the WWF, and that the only way he 
would retum to professional wresting was 
if he got a ще shot with Hulk Hogan 
KING: Anal 

McMAHON: Well 
again, you know? 
KING: Wel, we need a response. 
McMAHON: 1 didn't even know about this. 


see, there you go 


Thank you for bringing it to my attention. 1 
don't know whether that was ive or 
Memorex, as far as—was that on tape, ог 
what? 

KING: Well, did he ever say in the past 
that you had run him out of wresting? 
McMAHON: Bob Backund, Il say before, 
was one of the finest athletes that we ever 
had in the WWE, Now I don't know wheth- 
er Mr. Backlund has, unfortunately, struck 
ico many tumbuckes in his Ше, or just 
What, and | can't speak to that. Bob, when 
пе was champion, was exemplary in every 
way, in everything you'd ever want to see 
па champion. After he lost the iie, 
something happened to Bob Backlund 
and whatever Bob says, if you want to 
believe Bob, that's fine. 

KING: You're stil an admirer of his? 
McMAHON: Absolutely. 

KING: This, I think, will be the last сай for 
Vince McMahon. Hello 

CALLER #12: Yeah, l'd lke to ask Vince 
two questions. First, is Greg “The Ham- 
mer" Valentine related to the oxnational 
TV champ Johnny Valentine from back in 
the early 605, late 505? And second, how 
much longer will Hulk Hogan be the 
champion? 

KING: Two good questions 

McMAHON: Yes he is, he is the son of 
‚Johnny Valentine. As far as facially, the 
resemblance is, of course, quite striking. 
Physically, Johnny was considerably taller 
than Greg is. That answers that one, and 
he's very, very proud of his dad, as wel 
he should be. Johnny Valentine was an 
extraordinary athlete 

KING: And how much longer wil Hulk Ho- 
gan wrestle? 

McMAHON: | would say—be champion, | 
think was the question, but it goes hand in 
hand. | would say not for much longer, 
because Hulk Hogan is probably keeping 
а pace Ike no other champion before him 
Both in terms of not just his wresting 
schedule, but his schedule in terms of the 
fims, in terms of television appearances, 
and on and on and on. | think he's Бий 
ing himself out, | can't stop him, and any- 
‘one—he's only human, and | think that if 
he bums himself.out, and continues the 
pace that he is currently continuing, | think 
that In a very short period of time, Hulk 
Hogan wil probably be defeated for the 
ше. 

KING: And that would be by whom? 
МеМАНОН: 1 have по idea. 

KING: If you had to pick among your crop 
of wrestlers that you think could be the 
next champ, it would be whom? An objec- 
tve pick, not a subjective pick 
MCMAHON: Jeez, 1 wouldn't hazard a 
guess, really. There are too many qualified 
athletes that could be champion. 

KING: So it wouldn't shock you if any one 
of five or six or seven guys ... 
McMAHON: No, Any one of 20. 

KING: Vince, ifs been a great pleasure 
meeting you. 

McMAHON: Thank you very much, i's my 
pleasure. П 
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Crossfire 


(Continued from page 18) 


Мова champion Nick Bockwinkel. Lary в out to 
prove that Bockminkel is not a deserving 
champion. 


EE: You don't expect the fans to be- 
lieve that, do you? Winning а world 
title is the goal of every professional 
wrestler, 

LZ: It hasn't been mine until today. 
Previously, I've been too busy en- 
gaged in feuds, attempting to teach 
mongrels like Sammartino, Jimmy 
Snuka, Scott LeDoux, and Bock- 
winkel some basic tenets of life. 
Now that Bockwinkel has the 
crown, I feel it's time to own it. The 
timing is perfect. 

BR: But how do you plan to do that? 
After all, the new Nick Bock 

EE: Put a lid on it, Apter. Talking 
about a new Nick Bockwinkel is like 
talking about new hair growing on 
your head. It just doesn't exist. Now, 
Т think the question is, how do you 
рап to win the title that you so richly 
deserve and spare Bockwinkel's life 
at the same time? Or is that not а 
factor? 


winkel is friends with Blackburn 
and the officials, all those guys. I 
spoke to Hansen just a day before 
that match in Denver and he was 
going out of his mind because he 
thought that Bockwinkel had the of- 
ficials in his hip pocket. That didn't 
surprise me, but if he ever tries to 
do the same thing to me, I won't 
walk out. ГП just tear his head out 
of its socket and do the same to 
Blackburn. 

BA: Do I take this to mean that 
youre threatening the president of 
Ше AWA? 

12: And Apter, I'll tear your scraw- 
ny head ont of your pencil neck, 


too. 
EE: Well put, Lany. 

‘Thank you. I feel no xesponsibil- 
ity to spare injury to those who care 
io get in my way. Sammartino 
leamed that, and Bockwinkel did, 
too, but obviously, he has a short 
memory. I need not come up with a 
new strategy to defeat Bockwinkel. 
I have done it many times in the 
past and all I need do is repeat 
what I have done before. 

BA: But from what I can tell, Bock- 
winkel has changed his style. He's 
become а much smarter wrestler, yet 
he's retained his old aggressiveness. 
Pethaps the old tactics won't work 
anymore. 

12: Total nonsense. Just more jour- 
nalistic gibberish about strategy and 
style and all that crap. Listen, 
Apter, you wouldn't know this be- 
cause you've never had the guts to 
get into the ring, but when two men 
wrestle, all that counts is their natu- 
тай instincts. You can't change that, 
Apter, and that’s why Bockwinkel is 
going to find himself in a pretty fa- 
miliar position. Lying prone on the 
mat, gasping for air, his body futile- 
ly trying to fight back. The title lost, 
death imminent. 

EE: How poetic! Certainly, if any 
man in wrestling has the ability to 
АШ this prophecy, it's you. I find it 
amusing sometimes how men like 
Apter, with all their years in the 
sport, fail to grasp the simple, basic 
facts of wrestling. Из certainly been 
а pleasure speaking with you. Is 
there anything else you'd like to add 
before we say goodbye? 

12: Bh, the hell with goodbyes. It's 
time to say hello. Hello to the new 
AWA champion of the world. Yours 
truly. o 


and, instead of suffering the embarrassment, 
decided not to wrestle. In this case, Hansen. 
deserved to be stripped of the tite 

"There's really one more point I must 
make,” said Rlackbum. “The association 
must rule the champion, as opposed to the 
champion ruling the association. He signed 
for the match and must live up to his obli- 
gations, We are the governing body. Han- 
sen cannot make the guidelines.” 

So be it, but there are many people who 
feel that stripping Hansen of his ttle was 
too harsh А man works hard to win a 
would ше, and must work even harder to 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


keep it. For six months, Hansen defended 
lis title in a way that did honor to the 
AW. He took on all challengers and, al- 
though he often was disualifed, proved 
that he was the best the AWA had to offer. 
Не was never been beaten in the ring. 

‘And, of course, there is the dark side of 
this picture, the possibility that Blackbum 
acted out of prejudice due to his past prob- 
Jems with Hansen. By no means is Hansen 
an easy person to get along with. He has 
often gotten involved in shouting matches 
with AWA officals and was once seen 
threatening Blackburn. In addition, his fre- 


ANTI-AMERICAN WRESTLERS 
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO COMPETE 


The volatile and very emotional question, posed in the Summer issue, of] 
whether anti-American wrestlers should be allowed to compete, resulted in| 
‘one of our closest ballotings ever. Fifty-six percent of the respondents said that 
anti-American wrestlers should not be allowed to compete and 44 percent 
said that they should. 

In the final analysis, the question came down to Constitutional rights, the 
right of a person to eam a living, the effects these antiAmerican wrestlers 
have on children, and, most important, national security. 

"Tt is a distinct possibility that these anti-American wrestlers are more than. 
just talk; " wrote Joy M. Crider-Good for the majority view. "Any threat to our 
national security, however slight or great it may be, should be crushed. I do 
not feel [that allowing anti-American wrestlers to compete] is worth that risk. I 
believe our government should discern which wrestlers’ activities could be 
translated as dangerous to our national security. US. governmental agencies 
have the ability to trace ties with known terrorists [such as Кпада or foreign 
intelligence agencies (such as the K.G.B), and either confirm ог refute such 
possible threats. These wrestlers could then easily be expelled from the 
United States or held liable if their actions are proven to be criminal” 

Billy Buddha of Richmond, Virginia, felt otherwise. “Reactionary ideas al 
ways find ready acceptance among the unthinking,” he wrote. “T also know 
that, with the objects of their ‘hate red’ gone, most of those idiots will soon 
lose interest in attending matches. And probably stop buying your mags as 
well. It's the fault of the promoters, really. They're the ones who nurtured this 
so-called ‘anti-Americanism’ in the first place to Ше their own pockets The 
wrestlers themselves don't seem to be doing badly, either. Now, they're in 
danger of being hoisted by their own petard. Maybe it's not such a bad idea 
after all. Without the America-baiting, there'd be litle use for drooling cretins 
such as Sgt. Slaughter, Cpl. Kirchner, and that biggest hypocrite of all, the 


| Mail ballot to: You Decide/ Wrestling 86 
1 Box 48, Rockville Centre, New York 11571 


| () Stan Hansen should have been stripped of the AWA title 


| (O Stan Hansen should not have been stripped of the AWA title 


| Мате: 


quent disqualifications are frowned upon 
by Blackburn, who considers this an affront 
t0 the credibility of the AWA. 

You must decide if Зап Hansen should 
have been suipped of the AWA World 
championship. Although itis too late for the 
decision to be changed, your input could 
have a bearing on future situations. Review 
the pros and cons we've established, and 
judge for yourself if Blackburn acted prop- 
ely or was too harsh on Hansen. Try to be 
objective. 

Fill out the ballot below on this vital issue 
and reum it promptly. Results will be 
forwarded to AWA officials, Nick Bock- 
winkel, and, if he can be reached, Stan 
Hansen, and will appear in the Spring issue 
of Wrestling 87. 


HANSEN SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
STRIPPED OF THE AWA TITLE 
elresponsiblity. Hansen showed up for 
the match, but decided to leave with no 
explanation. As champion, Hansen had a re- 
sponsiby to the fans, who paid good mom- 
ey to see the match, and the belt, a recog- 
nized symbol of the AWA. He atleast should 

have offered an excuse, but did not 
‘Precedent. The AWA has used its dis 
reüorary powers to award tides in the 
рая, such as when Adrian Adonis and Jes- 
se Ventura were awarded the AWA tag 
team bels when Verne Gagne, vacationing 
overseas, failed to appear to defend the 
belt with his partner, Mad Dog Vachon. 
ө Control. An association must take charge 
of its wresders, not the other way around. Ву 
acting the way he did, Hansen was chaleng- 
ing the authority of Backbum and the AWA. 
They answered back in kind. In additon, by 
signing a contract to wrestle, Hansen had an 
obligation to appear for the match. By walk- 
ing out on his obligation, Hansen was, in 
обес, walking out on the Ше. 


HANSEN SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
STRIPPED OF THE TITLE 
eOverpunishment Suipping Hansen of 
the tide was too harsh a punishment, espe 
cially since this was a fins offense. Bock- 
winkel should have been awarded the vic- 
tory, but not the tile, and given another 
tie shot. Hansen should have been гері. 
manded by the AWA, and possibly deal a 

heavy fine and suspension 

Never beaten. According to the rules of 
virually every wresting federation in the 
county (the exception being the World 
Class), a Ше can only change hands in the 
event of pinall or submission, not a в 
qualification. Hansen wasn't pinned, so do 
his actions fall under the category of sub- 
mission or disqualification? Or neither? This 


| 
| Address: 


І 
| iv: 


E. 


is a question that must be answered. 
e Prejudice. It is no secret that Blackbum. 
was not fond of Hansen and had had prob- 
Jems with him in the past. Perhaps he saw 
the chance to strip Hansen of the belt and 
he seized the opportunity. a 
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Jerry Lawler 


(Continued from page 40) 


Former WWF champion The iron Sheik ties to regain his vision after being 
belted in the eyes by Lawler (above). The King sets up current WWF Inercon- 
tinental champion Randy Savage for an uppercut (righ) 


ple don't take it seriously 

Memphi fans know how good the level 
of competition is down here. These are 
good people here in Memphis. They ap- 
preciate god grappling for what it is. They 
don't need all kinds of crazy gimmicks 
Of course, this is the same man who 
wrestled the late comedian Andy Kaufman 
all the way to Late Night With Dovid 
Letterman, The same man whose vanity 
competes with the narcissism of rulers of 
real kingdoms 

Tve never met a man more in love with 
his own face,” cries Lawlers longtime 
friend and longertime nemesis Bill Dundee. 
The guys face is all over Memphis, I's 
Ike a nightmare. Hes on television, on 
billboards, in the newspapers. Man, he's so 
creepy looking. 1 don’t understand the in- 
fatuation. What do people see in him? 
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A 


Lander has turned some heads with the power in his left hand. NWA 
champion Ric Fair (ей) and current number Four WWF contender King Kong 
Bundy (above) feel The King's wrath 


ui 


Bom November 29, 1919, in Memphis 
Lawler very early showed that his talent 
lid more in selfpromotion than it did in 
the ring Lawler had no amateur exper 
cence at all, never dropped a kick ог faced 
m a boot until his professional debut. His 
artistic endeavors and his fan's love of the 
ort is what allowed him the opportuni 
to become a professional wrestler and also 
enamored him to the world of television 
and to the fame generated by the bright 
lights 

As a teenager, Lander had begun send- 
ing caricatures of pro wrestlers to an- 
nouncer Lance Russell on WHBQTV in 
Memphis. used the imaginative 
drawings to fill up empty air time, only to 
discover that the portraits were ойеп more 
entertaining than the interviews themsch 

Russell introduced Lawler to Memphis 


Russel 


most famous wrestler, Jackie Fargo, and 
countrytwestem singer Eddie Bond, both 
of whom encouraged Lawler to continue 
his work, commissioning Jerry to do sever- 
al drawings for their personal collection. 

Lawler entered Memphis State to pursue 
the study of commercial art.” There he 
entered a contest sponsored by local DJ 
Scott Shannon (now a top-rated DJ on 
New York's WHTZ) to draw a picture of a 
monster Shannon had created to devour 
those few people who didn't listen to his 
program. Lawler captured second prize 
and was awarded a stereo for his effort. 
But what impressed Lawler was the public 
adoration enjoyed by Fans 
mobbed the young DJ. Girls begged for his 
autograph. 

The sume was true for the wrestlers 
Lawler had gotten to know at the TV 


station, All of them attracted pretty wom- 
en, drove late model cars, and seemed to 
have an endless supply of money. 

Lawler, who by this time had acquired 
his own DJ spot on the college radio 
decided to gamble. He offered a small-time 
promoter free ad space on his radio show 
if the promoter allowed him to wrestle 
once a week, The promoter agreed, and 
that night Lawler was paid the princely 
sum of $5 to get annihilated with another 
upstart, Jerry Vickers, by the experienced 
team of The Masked Executioners 

The extra publicity bothered rival pro- 
moter Nick Gulas. Gulss promoted many 
of Jackie Fargo's matches and asked his 
star if he'd talk Lawler out of doing his 
radio spots. Lawler struck a deal with Far 
go. In exchange for hyping Gulas’ promo- 
tion over the air, Fargo would train and 
condition Lawler. This proved to be 
Lawer' biggest break. Fargo was а veter- 
an with international experience. Не gave 
Lawler the foundation upon which the 
youngster would become one of the 
‘world's foremost grapplers, 

May, the King made the bold pro. 

that he would retire from the 

s ик end if he didn't own Rick 

Martels АМА belt or Ric Fhirs NWA 

belt. December 31 came and went and 

Lawer, still without the belt but unwilling 
to retire, sunk into а deep depression. 

Emulating his rock "n' roll namesake. 
Lawler took to a steady diet of alcohol to 
relieve his frustration, Friends, fans, and 
family intervened, Lawler emenged from his 
funk, weaker but wiser. “Tve leamed to 
watch what I say, Sometimes my desire to 
please my fans gets in the way об reality. 1 
have to watch myself carefully. And booze 
was certainly a childish way of dealing with 
my problems. T] never go that route 
sin. 

Yet it is this desire to please his Mem. 
phis fans that has caused his name and 
talents to go largely unnoticed over the 
years, Lakers refusal to stray far from his 
Tools have Нара! eam him the unofficial 
title as “the greatest wrestler never to win 
а моћ title. 

That doesn't bother me,” he claims 
Tm respected by wrestlers all over the 
world. Ive fought practically everyone in 
the world. The fact that [ve never won a 
world title rankles me a bit, but staying in 
Memphis, being with my family, and tend- 
ing lo my business concerns has aways 
been more important. If Im meant to win 
that gold belt, then itll happen. But Im 
not willing to go around the world chasing 
it, Im satisied with my career. For a guy 
barely six feet tall and under 240 pounds 
with no amateur wrestling experience, 1 
think Tve done pretty damn good.” 

“Go ask Hulk Hogan. Ней tell you." С 
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Missy Hyatt 


(Continued from page 39) 


know, and you just dont wanna 
mess around with him. From what 
Ive heard, Akbar is bringing in a 
masked man to join his stable, and 
that should be pretty wild! 

JACK VICTORY: Besides having a 
terrific body, Jack is really a hot 
tootin’ wrestler. He teams up with 
John occasionally and | just have this 
litle feelin’ that Jack and John are 
gonna win the tag team belts pretty 
soon. Not to take anything away from 
Eddie and Sting, but that's just the 
way | feel. Jack likes to get rowdy 
and can he make things happen! 
That's one thing Jack and I have in 
common, but there's one other big 
thing: We both hate Dark Journey. 

THE MISSING LINK: This beast is 
the sub-human that Dark Journey 
brought in to take care of her busi- 
ness. ГИ never forget the day Dark 
Journey announced that The Missing 
Link was coming here. She climbed 
into the ring, grabbed that micro- 
phone, and everybody's waiting for 
this big announcement, and in comes 
The Missing Link | almost died 
laughing. N tell ya this, she better 
come up with something better than 
The Missing Link if she doesn't 
wanna be run out of town. 

RICK STEINER: Ooh! Ricky is 
such a cutie. If | didn't have Johnny, 
Га до right for him. He's 250 pounds 
of solid muscle and he really knows 
how to move. Eddie signed him not 
too long ago, and now he's under 
both our management. Baby, | could 
teach Ricky a few things about love, 
but listen, if | say anything else ‘bout 
him, Im just gonna get myself in 
trouble. 

MISSY HYATT: That's mel | fig- 
ured l'd save the best for last. She's 
gorgeous, and smart, and sexy, and 
ай the guys say she's built Ше a 
brick outhouse, or somethin’ like that, 
and before long, everybody's gonna 
stop and say, “Ya know who that is? 
Thats Missy Hyatt and she's the 
queen of the UWF.” And you know 
what? 1 got the perfect way to prove 
it. The UWF and Pro Wrestling ius- 
trated are getting together to organize 
this tournament, and from what | 
hear, it's gonna start in late October. 
You'll want to keep your ears open 
for details, Well, | just know that one 
of my boys is gonna bring me home 
that trophy. They'll all do anything for 
Wl ol" Missy. Just anything! a 


INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? А question about wrestling’s 

current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 

sport? In each issue, Wrestling 86's research department will provide the 
answers. Send your questions. 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, МУ 11571 


My father recently told me а story 
about a wrestler who died during a 

match here in British Columbia in the early 
1980: Do you have any information on 
this? Кодег MacKenzie, Prince George, 
BC, Canada 
Д." sets pave occured in te 

m sport, though they are quite rare. 
‘This is probably the match your father was 
taking about: On June 18, 1962, in Victoris, 
British Columba, Johnny Demchuck of 
North Holywood, Caliomia, collapsed 
midway through a 20-nimate bout with Bri 
ish wrestler Oliver Winrush, who was ap- 
plying pressure after twisting one of 
Demehuck’s arms into a hammeriock. А 
commissioner at ringside was quoted in 
the newspaper the next day as noting that 
“Demctuck’s face suddenly tumed blue 
and he passed out.” The coroner said 
Demchuck died of a heart atack. 

‚As far as I know, the only father 

mand son combination to both hold 

la tiles are Friz (AWA) and Kerry 
(NWA) Von Erich. Is there anybody else in 
this select group? —Bily Elis, Norman Park, 
CA 


Ai: ten ни ци erning o 
н поо that boh Von Erch tile 
reigns were brief, however. Friz won the 
AWA tile from Veme Gagne on Jay 27, 
1863 in Omaha, Nebraska; Gagne regained 
the belt 12 days later in Amaro, Texas 
Keny dethroned Ric Flair for the NWA belt 
оп May 6, 1984, in Irving, Texas; Fair re- 
gained the tile 18 days later in Yokosuka 
Ciy, Japan, Аз Вг as another father and 
son word champion combination occur 
fing in the near future, there are really only 
two men who could make it happen: Greg 
Gagne in the AWA (Veme Gagne held the 
AWA tile an unprecedented nine times) 
and David Sammartino in the WWE (his 
father, Bruno, held the WWF ще on two 
occasions). 

jm Who had the longest continuous 

и МУГА Ще reign im history?—Se- 

Caruso, Elicot City, MD. 

That honor belongs to зеле 

а ММА champion Lou Thes. His 
fourth of six NWA Ше reigns began on 
July 20, 1948, in Indianapolis, when he de- 
feated Bil Longson. Thesz held the title 
untl March 15, 1956, when he was defeat- 
ed by Whipper Bily Watson in Toronto. 


‘Total length of the reign: seven years, sev- 
en months, 25 days. 

1 have been collecting wresting 

magazines for many years. I own 
several magazines from 1873 and 1974 that 
are entitled "Ben Suong Wresting.” Who 
was Ben Strong? Can you tell me a litle bit 
about him?—Randy Morgen, Newark, N] 

Bom in 1814, Ben Song (whose 

mal name was Felix Benhil 
Stravinski) was an avid sports enthusiast 
whose interests included not only wres- 
ting, but boxing, hockey, and football. As 
а teenager and young adult, Srong parici- 
pated in all of the above sports. Hockey 
and football were more or less passing in- 
terests, but amateur wresting and, in раг 
ticular, boxing were his real loves (as an 
amateur boxer, Этому amassed a modest 
224 record with 13 kayoe). Strong made his 
living at a variety of jobs, including foreman 
for the construction of several buildings in 
the New York metropolitan area during the 
eatly-80s. Strong eamed a comfortable liv- 
ing, but made a fair amount of money 
when he invested some of his construction 
eamings in a percentage of the “Iron 
Chest” finess device, popular in 
the carty"60s. In 1971, Srong (by then in 
тейеп) contacted magazine publisher 
Sanley Weston and used some of his mon- 
ey to help finance a series of magazines 
devoted to his favorite spots: wresting, 
boring, hockey, and football. The “Ben 
Strong Series" of magazines sold extremely 
well in the years 19731975, but for varying 
complex legal reasons were discontinued 
shorty thereater. Strong died in 1981 at the 
age of 67 when he sufered а heart atack 
playing tennis at a fiend's home on Long 
and. 

1 know that before he was wres- 

ings most successful manager 
Tow Albano was also а very successful 
wrestler. Can you tell me when and where 
his debut match took place?—Tony 
Manfey, Boston 

‘Albano, who probably achieved his 

¡greatest notoriety as а wrestler 
when he teamed with Tony Altimore in the 
еайу:805 (Ве team, known as The Scans, 
was not particularly successu wrested his 
debut match in 1853 (no exact date known) 
in Montreal, Canada His opponent, whom 
he defeated, was Bob Lozaran. 
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against David Shultz, Vince McMahon, and 

ап Spor! 5 5 pending, according ко Stossel's attorney, 
Robert Kelner. The depositions of Stossel, an ABC-TV newsman, and 
Titan Sports President McMahon have already been heard, and 
Shultz's deposition was scheduled to be heard in August. Barring 
а settlement, the case could come to trial by October. Stossel is 
seeking punitive damages from Shultz, McMahon, and Titan Sports 
(the parent company of the WWF), stemming from an incident last 
December in the Madison Square Garden dressing room corridor in 
which Shultz hit Stossel, who was taping a segment for . 
When Stossel told Shultz that he thought wrestling was fal the 
wrestler hit him with two blows on either side of the head. Said 
Kelner: ''Indications have been made by Shultz that McMahon 
ordered him to strike Stossel, using language to the effect of 
‘tear his ass up.''' Stossel alleges that he suffered permanent 
damage to both ears as a result of the blows. "'John has 
laborynth contusions in both ears,'' Kelner said. "There is no 
loss of hearing, but there is pain when he hears high-pitched 
sounds." Stossel is seeking damages in excess of $10,000 in 
Federal Court. 


i The tn! have won the United 

ез hea e e World tag team - 
titles, respectively. Koloff pinned Magnum T.A. on August 17 in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, in the deciding match of their best- 
of-seven series. Here's what happened: Ivan Koloff was pulling 
T.A.'s hair when Magnum went outside the ring and piledrived him 
on the BER Khrushchev then came out and got into a shouting 
match with Magnum, which the referee tried to break up. When 


Magnum returned to the ring, Nikita took out his chain, jumped 
t o! 


off the top rope, and hit T.A. Nikita threw the chain ou the 
ring before the referee could see it, then covered Magnum for the 
pin. The U.S. belt had been taken away from Magnum T.A. and put 
ed the championship series after Magnum assaulted NWA 
President Bob Geigel .. . One day earlier, The Rock 'n' Roll 
Express earned the tag team belts by winning a two-out-of-three 
falls match from The mianight Express at the Philadelphia Civic 
Center. The archrivals split the first two falls, and in the 
third, Rick Morton came off the top rope to small package Dennis 
Condrey for the pin. The Midnight sprees had held the belts 
since February 2, 1986, when they defeated The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express in Atlanta. 


pro resting lust cated and the пие паце казснаа an agreenent 
Sponsor a je-scale tournament, tentatively set to begin 


Halloween night in Houston. Matches are "scheduled to continue 
through mid-December, when the final will be held in Houston. All 
of the top wrestlers in the UWF are expected to ete in what 
should be a landmark event. Further details are to be released in 
we January issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, on sale October 


